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The Public A rc'liives- Commission -hatf- deemed it-de- 
sirable to have a reprint made of (he Proceedings of the 
firstConstitutional Convention held in the State of. Dela- V 
ware on the 27th day of August A. D. 177 1>.. ■ r 

• The Convention, at its adjournment, ordered two 

huridredvcopies of the full proceedings printed-and dis- 

.' tributed among' the members of the 4 Convention. ,#The 

original publication has become exceedingly scarce.Mess 

than half a^ dozen "copies i^cjjig now in existence, as far 

as known*. <~ ' ' 

'.----■■• ~ ' ■ - ' '.. • i . 

The copy from which this reprint was .prepared* is • 
owned by Judge- "Richard S. Rodney of 'New (jastle and 
due acknowledgment of his courtesy' in th% feiatter is 
herewith acknowledged. ■ v '-.• ^ 

Henry C. Conrad, 

■; ; ; State AM ivist!. 

Dover, Delaware, '- ^ : 

/ October?, 1927. \- ; 
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PROCEEDINGS 

• . .»■ of The 

■-■ . ■ • . C Q N XE-N Tip N ' . <\ ; ; . ■•■ 

• HELD ^ '" : . n : 

AT NEW-CASTLE ON TUESDAY THE 27TH OF 
- < AUGUST, 1776, IN PURSUANCE OF A RECOM- v ; 

MENDATION OF THE HOUSE' OF ASSEMBLY, 1 : . 
MADE AT A SESSION THEREOF IN JlrfLY LAST,' 
; IN JTHE WORDS FOLLOWING; TQ WIT T '"' ' 

"THE House taking; into Consideration- the Resolution of Qon- 
"gress of the 15th of May last for, suppressing all Authority de- 
prived from the Crown of Great-Britain, and for-establishing a 
4 'Government "upon the Authority of the Pepple, and th'e.Resolu-. 
"tion of this House of the '15th of June last; in Consequence of 
"the said Resolution^ of. Congress, iir -ting, all Persons holding- 
"Offices Civil or Military to. execute uiesame in the Name of this 
"'Government until, a new one should be\formed; and also the 
^"Declaration of the UNITED STATES OF; AMERICA, absolv- : 
"in&from all Allegiance to the' British Crown, and dissolving all 
"Political Connection between them and Great-Britain, lately . 
"published and adopted by this. Government as one of those 
"States, are of Opinion that some speedy^ Measure? should be . 
"taken to form a regular Mode of Civile Polity, and this House 
"not thinking themselves/ authorized fry their Constituents to 
"execute this important Work, 

. - /.. / "* 
"JJo Resolve, %r i. / 

"That it be recommended to the good People of the* several Coun- 
"ties in t 4 his Government to chuse a suitable Number of Depu- 
ties to meet in Convention, there to ordain and' declare the fu-^ 
"ture Eorm^olP 'Government for this State. ^ 

' /'Resolved also, 
"That it is the Opinion of this House, Thai the said Conven- 
tion jbpnsist of the Number of Thirty Persons, that is, to say, 



,r- 



J-,- -- 



- v 
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%■ 



'l " -' ; "■"•'•■.'".■.■'".. * :■■ ' '•■■•'' .<-> V ,■ " ' : 

■■'.■' '", : '. ' . »- ■■'"■■ ■■'.*•* y< • ■.''■'"' 

_ "Ten far the County of "Newcastle; Ten for the County of Kent 
.""kn-d Tentpr the County bf-Bussex:; and- that the. Freemen of the' 
"said Counties respectively do rMeet. on Monday t£e : ■nineteenth 
, "day o^\Augustj£gxt, ^at the ^us^il ^aces of -Section' for the \ 
., : "'CountyA and v then ^ripy there ."pl-odeed to' elect; the Number of . 
/'De^utie^ aforesaid \ac«diftg to th| ; Direc£iohs of several Laws 
• ''of ' this Gpvern^neni for regulating Elections of the Members of 
"^Assembly, excepl as to the Choke, dl Inspectors, which shall be - 
/;'made'on the'MGLrning of the Day of JDlection^by the Electors, 
"Inhabitants of the Respective Hundreds in each County. , 

• •'»• v.- "Resolved also, T - ■"■ * -,»■-< '■ - 

• ;,' v "ThateVery Blector shall (if required by one or more of the 
V "Judges ofthe Election)* take the following Oath or Affirmation, 

•*"• "to wit;'- *- ; v - '-■% « ■"'=-= 

"I <A. B.'will to the^ uttnost of, my- Power- support and maintain 
' v v the Independence- of this .Government, as .declared, by the Hon- . 
' "orabls Continental 'Congress. , ? -. ' : 

%„:..■. i "Resolved als^ ,. : - t - 

./ • .' ''That if is the Opinion .of this House, that the Deputies when 

"chosen as aforesaid shall meet in Convention in the Town' of 

. Ul^ew-Castle on Tuesday the Twenty-seventh Day of the- same 

• ^"Month of August, afid ^immediately proceed to fdrm a governv 

*p "ment on the Authority of the People of this State, in such Sort 

, . "as may be best adapted to their Preservation and Happiness." . 



. A It appears by the Returns of the Sheriffs and the Inspectors 
ofithe Counties of : JjSTew-ifia'stle, Kent and Sussex, that.ori the 19th \ 
Day* of ' August instant, at the usual Places of Election for the ; 
'saidJCounttes^the following Gentlemen were chosen to represent v 
„ "the Tsaia' C6untieS s Tespectively in Convention for the State of the- 
Goveinjmetit oftheCdunties" of New-Castle, Kent and Sussex,' 
upon Delaware, for the Purpose of ordaining and declaring the 
- f utui'e .Form of Government, to wit ; .■.*■■'./■* 
." - -, ■'■*.■"'■'■ ■■■■■-. ."■■* '" ; .-...■' 

For New-Castle County, ' . Tor Kent' County. L 

Nicholas Vandyke, ti .* /'-*■ ' ' Thomas eollinsV * - ^■^' 

Richard Cantwell, , \ Charles Ridgelys ' 

< Alexander Porter^. *' , " James Sykes, „ • y - 

John ^Thompson,' .' -'. " Richard^assett, ; : 

Abraham Robinson,- •-% \ Jacob Stout, V*;' k --. , . 



Thomas; McKe^q, 
.George Read;* 
John Evans, ■"". 
John- Lea, 
John Jones. 



John Cook, 
v ; Samuel West, 
John -/Clarke," 
Thomas White,. -. 
1 i i e h a r'd Loc k \v oo if* 



1 <s/- 



- V- 



/■-\- 



' " --V _ r v For Sussex County. '. ; 

Jacob' %j»re^ v , \ ' '. . ' - 

" • ■'■■". -' .■'.'. Janles RehchV; ; V - 4 

T Isaac Bradley, .\: .--> 

■,,;-/; - .-; John Wilthank,- ■ ". ' V~ ■■'.' .:' . 

^;U ; , ■",■.';.."' ' ! Isaac Horsey, ,•■ ' 

.. ■'/'-: '^^ William Pblk, -' ■ %' 

■'V ■'■.'* '" "'"■'' Joshua Hill, - ! '■ ' 

!^;%; ■... Peter Hubhert, v '- 

!' - \ ''-. JRhillips. Kollock, " ' .* ' ...'■_' 

i ..:■■_ Alexander Laws, \ " • 

= , It also. appears by a Return signed by deorge Adams as 
.^Chairman ofthe Committee of Inspection and Observation for 
the said County -of Sussex, that at an. Election held on the Day 
alpresaid^i the several Hundreds of said County, agreeable to 
v certain Resolutions of the said Committee, the following Gentle— 
\-meirwere chosen to represent the said County in Convention, toV-.. 
"wit, George; Adams,. John Jones, Samuel^ S^ieltoiv Sloss,*Moseph 
%reman v John Dag-worthy, William Peery, Burton Wapies, 
T&vid Ha hV William Conwell and John Clowes. < ' - * " \ 

VAkid thejNames being 1 called! over t|iey.^l appeared except ... 
^Kei^r^ Evans, WhiteV Rench, Bradley, Polk a-h^j Hubbert-^Sloss, 
vForeiri^ii, Half and Clowes. ::^.; -.- . -° * "' ' - 

,k' Pemventi on adjourned 'till To-Morrow, Morning lt^o' Clock. 

• \' s - >• :' Wednesday, A. M. August 28, lftb\ . ^ .--'' .* 

This.. Coil vent ion met— Preseht~the same -Persons as on Yes- ' 

terdayV land -also Mr, Evans. . '= . . . v ■ - - " J' : 

'.'■:" The double/Jleifarn^ma^e of Members to represent theuCounty 

•;of Su^ixjn utfis ^Convention, was)taken into Consideration, and 

£fter solrne Time fspent therein- the s'ame u -.wa's Referred 'till To- 

Morrow^ ': ._' "■' '/. - .''-.:" . '■:] )\ '^ >.-.;• 

•ConVprftion adjourned 'till tfo-ftlorrow Morning W o'clock. 



*■:>■ 
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>V. * *l - 



; " : . ■ ;■■■■■ t J; -,* . .<V ' Thursday, A. M. August/^ 177$. '■ * .' 

.-..;, ; The Collation met-- Present .the same 'Persons" as 'on Yes- 
terday, and also Mr. Polk and Mr. Clowes. 

'■ %^ Consideration' of. the v double Return- for SussexXounty 

pent therein, the same was 



-was i^sHmed, and after^ome Time s 
• deferred. 'till tM(h1w, 



^Convention adjourned 'till To-Morrow Morning 10 o'Cloek. 

. ..' '",,, ,,: -■ . Friday, A. M. August 30,. 1776. " 

/ -The Convention 'met— Present the same Persons as on Ye ;- 
terday. ^ *i y . - ; . . -.j: V ' - < ,' ; 

-■The Consideration of, the .double Return for Sussex County 
was resumed, and' thereupon 



tesolved, . >' . ( :. ■ . -,> ' ^-- 

That the Gentlemen mentioned in the Sheriff's and Inspec- 
tors Return for that County be the Sitting Members in this con- 
vention. ..;...«--'. "„.: ' ' 

,'r On Application: of; Mr. McKeanlor Leave of Absence' a few 
Days^on Account of the : Indisposition of his son and Sister the 
same, was granted.;, .. - > • ' . -' 

■\Pn. Application of. Mr. Thompson, for Leave" of Absence a 

few Days on Account of the/IndisposUron of his Wife and Family 
the same: was gra,nj 1 ' * ' 



_ Then the Convention proceeded to the Chojce of a Presi- 
dent, and George'Uead, Esq; was unanimously chosen. 

The President in the Chair, Mr. .James BootVwas appointed 
Clerk— and -John Booth Messenger and Door-keeper. 

/ „' On Motion^ fiNdfered, " ; '- '.'""*-. 

That Messrs.; Evans, R jdgel y ; Moore, Sykes and Vandyke 
be a. Committee to iieport a §# of Rules for conducting the Busi- 
ness of this SoTrv;e]itiom--^^ldjourned 'till 3 o'clock. 

"■■'•■ .'.' J- .•*■"* ' ' . . ' ". ' 

■ u ■■■■■■* Eodem Die, P. M. 

■ -•_■■ -'-.'■ '■■■■ ''"" .-< • ■ .. 

.■ The\ Convention met. " ■ • '..;.■■ 

\The Committee ' appointed to report a Set of Rules for 
/conducting the- Business of- this Convention, brought in' their ' 
Report, which by Order was read the first Time: 



K^> 



«. ... - o 



-X 



_ . * ** . * - ' ** . * ■ 

■_-_.-■ Qn Motion; by Special Order, / -s 

• The same was read the* second .Time by Paragraphs^ and. 
, being amended, was agreed' to, and ..follow s*;,'m- these Words, to 
wit. - % '.' ' '.■••■' ", — y ~ ■■-■ " 

RULES TO BE OBSERVED -BY' MEMBERS OF. - ■ 

•' • CONTENTION DURING THE SITTING THEREOF. 

•-.■:' ■ V* 5 : ■•"■-• 

'■ ' ' ' "i-'.y-.j: *• • ' . 

1_. That all Members of Convention sball apjMir at the calling- 
.Oyer. 'their- resyecjtiv-e Names at -every Adjournment on Penalty 
of a Check frorff the. President" 'for every such Default, provided 
a Quorum' be present at .any such Calling. v -'.'. ' * . 

Jv /fhat. no Member, ojT>h is Convention shall presume to speak 
or interrupt any other Mentber whilst. he. is speaking/on Pain 
of .suffering a Check from, the, President tor. s u elf X)f fence, ">* " 

:>. Tlrat no Member of this Convention sliali be suffered or 
allowed to speak to any one Matter or Thing above three Times, 
without Licence from the President first had and obtained, un- 
less it' be upon a Grand' Committee of the whole House sUang* 
that no Person presume to speak- hf the House fitting, but direct 
his Discourse to the President standing, under the Penalty of a 
Check, -&e. . " ',"," .'.-■"'. ■ >■ 

4. 'That no Member -of'thrs Convention go,out of the. same after 
Adjournment before the President,' on Penalty of a. Check, &c. 
And- that no Member' go out of the same during the Sitting - 
thereof and Continue, therout above tile. Space of half an Hour 7 
without the Leave of the Hquje first had and obtained, under the 

• Penalty of Five Shilling's. . ' ; * ' . 

5. THAT wliere any Question is put in this Convention that' 
may cause a Debate, the Names of the-Members who are for the ' 
Affirmative, and^also those who are^for .the Negative, be set 
down at large upon the Minutes, being first moved for by any 
one or more of the Members thereof. . ' " - ? ' 

6. THAT no Member of this Convention, shall, wltjlst m the 
House and during, the Sitting thereof, read any Book or printed 
Paper, on Penalty of a Check from the President." 

V' On Motion,,' _ ' : 

V "■*■' Ordered, .. / . -. 

That Messrs. Evans, Ridgely, Bassett- , Moore and" Jones, be 



«- 



-./■■ 
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. a Committee to prepare the Draught of a ^est to be taken by\- 
■.'■•.-; the Members of -this Gonvention. ' ■ 

■'■'■'" • "...f- " - • v . ■ \ - - . ■'-"■";. 

' Convention adjourned' 'till Td-Morrow Morning- 1-0 'o'clock. 

" 3 > "^ " " - ' \ 

' ■ * -..-..-"- ■■--*"- \- .- 4 :' 

V- _', Saturday, A. M.August 31, "1*77-6. v - 

^ ".-. The CdnveMioir met— Present.. . all 4^^Members except/ 
V*' • Messrs. Thompson, MeKean* WhlteVRench; Bradley and Hubbert. '■ 

.; The Committee appointed to prepare the Draught of a Test 
to be taken by trie Members of this 'Convention, reported one, / 
which by Order was read the first time. 

■° ..,_. On Motion, by Special Order, >" ' V 

The same was read the second Time by' Paragraphs, and \ 
with somet amendments agreed tQ as Follows; to wit. 

1. That. each 'Member^ of this Convention take , the following 
Oath or Affirmation; thatjs to say ;' • . , . 

I A. B. wi]l to the utmost of my Power support and* maintain/ 
/ the Independence of this State as declared by the Honorable' • 

the Continental Confess; and I will- to the uMiost of my Ability . 
v endeavor to fornj^uch a System of^GovernmeUt for -the People 
of this State as lit my Opinion may be best adapted to promote 
their Happinessnand secure t,o them the Enjoyment of their 
natural, ciyilandiseligious Rights and Privileges, . .' - 

2. ;THAT every Member- ma'ke -and subscribe the Mowing* 
Declaration, to \yit. . "' -' ' -. 

I A. J3. do profess Faith in God the Father, and. In Jesus Christ ' 
"hisonly Son, and.: in the Holy Ghost, one God blessed, for ever- ." , 

more. > " ■ > - .- -" - - '" - '■ ' v-^; 



-Then the = President' in the Chair, and afterwards the Membefs 
present,* took and subscribed the same. /_ >t 

/James Booth took; and subscribed a Qualification for the faithful 
ExecutioJioif the Qffice^of Clerk of the Convention^ and that he 

, will not disclose or reveal the Secrets thereof ,■ f 

. . On Motion, *':. ?; ■ -". ""'■ y -■#»..""■"..' ^. ; 'v .' 

'... = Resolved, . .". ■;• -.."_", . ''' : . -■'■ """■•' >. 

That a Quorum, of this House shall consist of Twenty Mem- 
bers including the President. -. '■;".■: >£ ,'? '- >■ ^V/^^Jfe. ' *..--. 

The President laid on the Table a 'Letter addressed from the 
War-Office at Philadelphia, requesting that Lists.of all Prisbners" 




.'■^5* * 



♦v' 






-in this State, and of all Offices of Continental Troops' raised 
therein, their Ranks, and dktfs of Commissions, &c. be trans- 

\ mitted to the sard Office, whicli was read ; and thereupon '' 

" " - ;- #* v • . ■ ' ■> 

Ordered ' ' ' * , - t . ' 

That the President transmit an Answer, to the same. '" 

On- Motion, Ordered, * ' ' - 

That -Messrs. Vandyke, West,* Sykes, .Moore and Porter, be 
a 'Committee to enquire- into the State of the Battalion now 
raising in -this Government for the Flying-Camp, and to 'devise 
Ways and Means for their speedy Equipment and Marehj and 
that the .President by Letter request the immediate Attendance 
of Colonel Patterson, the Commanding Officer of that Battalion, 
on the said Committee. " ■ '* ■ 

On Application of Mr. Lea and Mr. Cook for Leave of 
Absence 'till Monday afternoon, the same was granted. 

- ; Adjourned Jjll 3 o'Clock. ' ' 

Eodem Die, P. M. , " ** 

The Convention met. - ■ 

The Committee ajmointed to, .enquire into the State of the 
Battalion now raising in this Government for. the Flying-Camp, 
&c. brought in their Report, which by Order was read the first 
time. . ' • . 

On Motion, by special Order, 
The faille was read the second Time, and thereupon 

Resolved, ■.-'"'' 

That the Sum* of Six Hundred- Pounds be borrowed upon 
the Credit of this GovernmenCand that the President sign Cer- 
tificates to the Person or Persons lending the same. 

Resolved also, 
That this Convention will devise Ways and Means for the Re- 
payment to the Lender or Lenders thereof. 

Resolved, 
That the said Sum of Six Hundred Pounds be put into the Hands 
of Colonel Patterson for the purchasing of Blankets, Bayqnets, 
and the Fayment of the Quarters. of the Soldiers in his Battalion,* 
provided before their March, and that. Colonel Patterson be 
accountable for the Expenditure thereof. 
i 



t\ 
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Resolved, 



v: 




That tlio Council of Safely for Kent douiity, do..'-delivW*s»xty-." 
eightiof the^Publie Arms' of that County, toj-uich pei(sons w as.- 
Colonel Patterson shall direct to receive the 'same, taking a Geiv 
tificate of jftigj^Beli-Ver}* and this CohventioVwrill provide \for the .,' 
Re-del iv'erj* or replacing of the sajrie-Arins at the End \af; the 

present Campaign.- ., ,:"*' ."""'"■"'".' ." * \ *, 

■* ► "". '■ ..■'-"« .■'".'■- ■ . . . - . »■■■ \ .■ . - 

^Ordered, " - ; „ <;. \., A '<. 

\ That the President write to' Ceneral -Rodney "to RecomnWnd 
William MillaiVto the Continental43ongress for the Place of .fey--.' 
mastei;,of f ColoneI -Patterson \sT3atlalion. • ~. /,, - v 

Convention adjourned *t ill Monday 3 o 'Chock 44. ' IVl*? "/ 

X / Mbnday^P^lvi. September 2, 1776. . .*- - '" - J 

The Convention, met— Present all ■-■the ... Members, ■except".' 
Messrs Vandyke^ Cant well, Thompson.. Robinson, McKea-n, Col- 
lins, Cook, White, Bradley and Hubbert. '.""■'_*, v _"» 

Mr. Rench appeared in the HOuse, took and "subscribed the 
Oath and Declaration aforesaid, and then made" his Excuse for s 
Non-attendance, which was admitted. : • 

■'. ' On Motion/' --*.-. - ' ■- -~ ; •■■ ..."v. 

' - - ■ a- - . -a ' 

. .. w , . _ --,---- --■ ■■ 

'• -, . Resolved,'- ."* '.-;."■ ■"."".-;- r -\- -"' - 

.'■"■', TIiaifMr. President, Mr. Bassett, Mr. -Moore, Mr. Ridgeiy^' 

Mr. Kvah"^ Mr. ■ Porter, "Mr, Sykes,. Mr. Jones^1\lr. 4ienclr and -. 

Mr. Pjrfk, be a Committee to prepare a- Declaration 'of Rights 

and Fundamental Rules of this State, ' ~ "* ' . ■ 

onvention adjourned 'till -Tb J jVTmTO\v Morning 10 o'Clock. 

■'- '- ''.■*.*:' . ' "' ' " • . ' \,. -' l . 

Tuesday] A. M: September 3, 1776. .- 

The (Jolf veil tion met, and adjourned from Pay to Day^till 
Thursday tie 5th instant 3 o'Cloek'p, M. / \ •" .--' 



Thursday, P. M.-, p September 5, 1776 . ' .."" .•' 

The Convention / met — Present all the [Members except 1 ' 
Messrs. Thompson, McKean, « Evans, R'idgefy, White, Bra°dley,< 
and Hubbert. -.*■.. - 

The President laid on the Table a Letter addressed from 
the Honorable John Hancock, President of Congress, inclosirig- 
sundry Resolutions of Congress, which we're #ad> and thereupon : 



\' : 



**-.- 



.'Ordered, " . ■ '-- ■* ''..'-' . " *' 

" That Messrs! Robinson, Vandyke, Sykes, Jones and- IVfoore; 

be a Committee to .lake into.ConsidefatioiY the said Letter' and 

■ •. * - -.■"■*• , - ' -, ■;•» . ■■ 

Resolutions, and 'Report therejJ:pOn.\' . - - •,- 




i. ■»- 



„ Tlje President informed the$io^e> that' the CommiUee'ap--; 

■poinded to prepare* the Declaration of Rights va«d Fu/ifdarnentat 

Rules of th'is : State had; made -souk 1 Progress therein,..jmd cnived 

longer Time for the Completion thereof— which was granted^ ■- •' 
.,-.■"■■ - • ■.■---.-■- '■=,:-- . • - .,'•■■■■■■■. i -■ ■■ ■*.■ . - 

,'•.■ On Motion, -- . , . - c - , •"' ■ ■ I - \ • . 

Ordered, ■-_£.■*.-••'-- - ^ - ■' .. • > 

■ - - - - "".■'■-, - * -- .■-■*''■ f 

That Mr. Vandyke be added to the last/mentioned Committee. . '• 

-Convention adjouj'ned 'till ;To ; Moi s ro\v -Morning "-10 o'Cloek. " '. ' ' 

.. : -. - v _„." . - ;: '■' ' Friday;" -A] M: Septeml^t), ; 177fi. , . *•• J >' 

'•' *• ' -i. The-.\Conventiou met— P-rjmmt all the Members except : ; : ' -\ '^ 
Messrs. Tfiompjjon, Ridgely,- ,\Vhrte, Bradley and Hubbert. '• 

' - - . '■* '*-/. . ' ■*-- "'•-*.■ - ■ ■ ■- ' -. "••■!.' f ' • 

Mr. McKean- appeared in the MpUse^and toolc^md^subsc'ribe^l-' ..'*&. 
the Oath and Weelaralion aforesaid. ' '' . ->' -- " '^' . \ u ' . '.-:• 

v ■-. The> Committee appo'i'nted to take^TintO'Considei'ation. the' 
• aforesaid Resolntkps^tof Congress, and the Letter Cram' the 
President thereof, aiow brought : 1h their ReportAvliieh bv 1 Order 
was Vead |he ^irstJTime^; ■'...-=.'. . . :-::.■ •:.;A i >; v t -'^ ■■■"-'' , , • . < ■•."'■■■" 

'_.-.'_ Oil Motion, /by special C>* , der > ".' i\ ^/* !i : . - \ 

The Sjanfe was. read *tke second Time, and after some Time ■* ' 

.spent in Consideration thei-eof was cfeferred until the Aflernpo**^ 

• : Adjourned ,'tifl 3 ©'Clock, ^_ *~ . '• .* - . • •■>■ ' '' 

'■•"-. ■"''..■■■ ; ' ' .. '■/"'.."■ -.* :^l " ; Eodem'Die, P^M. - " " " ' ^ 

t.'. ' ' "" ■-'■ -■-.,-"'"■" - • • ■ -'"■•.._;''" •■"". . r -"■"' '■.'"■ ; - " • > . 

' 'X^e Gonvention me'L * - J " ' --■ --• ■ ■ - . :.v - : , / 

; -."-. . - ,-.'...""-"■■:■■■■' .- > . - - fr- . _ . » . . "..' .■":,/■'. •'.-;'. ■'''■ . " ' '"-■ ., 

\ On Mation,oifMr. McKsan,;; , ■■ v.. "'-'.. ; ^ ^ .*'■'.' ^ : , f 

— ' Resolved unanimously, * ./* ■ ■.*-'"'' ' -. ; "-v 

' Faith ;made by theMembers of tliis. Uouse^^efipectively; to^Mi . ■*" 
. "And id<? acknowledge the .Holy Script';;? ^ v /vf the Old aiid#w. ; . V «T 

"Testamtfnt! to be^veh ..-by. divine Ins.piration?|.. vv' " : . .".■'. " 

■" . ■ s , $■ - . ■■■■', '.:■ ",,'■"'.>■ ■■".'■"'.■.;"■ -\.''.-i : .^ -"■'-..«• . /'*"'" ' Aj> -. 
The^House resunied the Consideration of -th^jgegort ofthe J f : 
s Committee to whom, the Resolutions of Congre.A^ ii^id'the Letter ; '"--.-. : - 
from the President -thereof were referred, and thereupon. - #- ' . -. '* ,. 






'v t; 



^" 



.-t«s 



q - , ■» 

-"■„, Resolved, * v - .'_. 

1. That the '"Indepehdait- Company of this^' State,.' stationed at' 
the Fort on. Christiana-Creek, be added to Colonel Patterson's, 
Battalion of the Flying-Camp, and ordered to join said Battalion 
forthwith; that they receive the same -Pay>arid Rations, and be 
.'subject to the same Rules aiioSJlegulations as the other Com; 
panies of the said Battalion, and that the Officers take Rank' 
therein- according, to the Dates of their respective Commissions. * , 

■V -•• ■.■;•• ■■■•>. ^ .. * ■ , s > ■ -- • - , ' 

" -t'2.. Thacthe president write to Colonel Patterson to issue, his 
; - Orders-tp Mr. Nathaniel Mitchell of, Sussex. County, elected' a 

. ,daptain in his Battalion,- that he. immediately march his Com- 
, pany, or, such Part thereof as may be raised, to; join the Bat-. 
%talion^ together, with such of the Officers of the said Company 

*va% tfre Colonel-may think fit,. . ...'• v . 

,':}.;■ ^hat the Coulncri of Safety for Kent County do deliver'sixty- 

-•digMjiioiuorTlT^ public Arms of th$ji County to such persons 

• 'as "Colonel Patterso'ii shall direct to receive the same, taking a 

£ 'Certificate of Mich' Delivery, awtf thjs or some future Convention 

X WlH '^rovioje^fdr thf 3 U^vflfclTvery .of, l^-ptacing. of the same.iArnis 

/.$t$fte Slid- of the present Cainpargn. ,^ , : ; .« , /- . 

' *\- Convention adjourned 'till TmMorrow Morning U) d'Clock. 

,. , ...... & ; .".'; '^ ]'-?> : : * ~" , '"" Haturdayi A-'K "September 1,±&1$.*~> ' ' 

,';■'.[•'* •;'^',."* i . r 'i;M ..Convention lii'et— present, all, the M^mbersi except. 
|&|j|^^ and* H'ubbef t. _.-, .,■>* 



,<# ■ 






j ,«■;?-.■ '»,'-■ :r,-;-. '■--i^;- -' ■■■■-, r.;'*^-^,* 

^ ■■-*■-"■■■'■-■.>• ?.^-i-a»^ 






; , V"?i9ri--M<#* , ?i Ordered, 




jlpj^ MeWlj|^ 

^^^te-^oim^^J^^ftg; His, Atpidfece aPthat Time, to inf orm" 'the 

' Y- J . >■* ' ' Jt appcarm^jto ^. .Convention , that JoWn Evans, Esq. ; a 
ft|4^ ■ '; -ifcri^oi^i^ lfti^|la.s%4ya^e;d : to ' QQlo»e),ijamuel 'Patter- 
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gust last, and he having proposed to accept Five per Cent. Inter- 
est forthe same Until it is repaid ; • i'- 

-a Resolved, - i .•-... 

• That this State be chargeable with, and. the same is liei;eby 

:charged with' the said Six Hundred Pounds', to be paid to the 

said John "Evans, his Executors, Administrators or Assigns, Xvi-ih 

Interest at the. Rate of Five per Tent, until the same be re-paid: 



The' Convention resumed '-Chi; Consideration of the Report 
ottKe Committee to whom the Resolutions of Congress, &c, were 
- referred, and ""after some Time spent therein, the same was 
deferred for further Consideration. -' 4 " . 



•On Motion,- 
That Mr: McJj 
the Declarations 

. . On Mot 
* • That 
MrHEvar 
Polk, "M 
mittee 
this St, 

. On 
Monday! 

Com 



-, The 
irigf 10 o'clock 



jjj^niUeeJ'or preparing 
lies of .this State. 

ench, Mr. 
be a com-" 




o\y-Morn- 



The Convention met— Present. ".. all the Members except 
' Messrs, Van Dyke Cantwell, TJiompsQJT, Ridgely, Stout, 'WJiite, 

Bradley and Hubbert V _ ^, . 

General McKinly attending in Consequence of the Order gi 
Saturday last, was adrnitteS, and informed the Convention of the 
; State of the-gtfblic Money in lals^Hands as^Mifitary Treasurer r 
and also of 'the State of, ; the public/Arms in the County of New- 
Castle. ' ■ ^ ■''■'■•'".'■ ° """ 

■ George Latimer, Captain of the Independent Company, laid 
before thc'Convention a State of the said Company. 



it 
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■; Richard McWUHam, Esq.; the TrustetTof the Loan-Office of 
Newcastle County, delivered in Writing a State of the Interest "-. 
iMoney- of the 'said Office, \y hi ch was read, and ordered 'to lie on" 
the Table. . / , v - ,--•-, 

■■': >-. ^djoiirned 'till 8 o'Gloek. . , < ... . ^ ' . ' 

■■ • : Eodem Die, P. I\l. ; : 

The Convention met. V * .' . -. • > 



* 



On Motion^ Resolved, . * \' - . ..."..".-. . • ^ 

^fhat Jonath^h llumfo.rdjjiin^ Second Lieutenant im the In- 
dependent Company, qf this, State, be -and he is hereby promoted 
tp the Rank/oiLFirstUeutenanT in the said Company. > 

_-::'■""-.'. That the.Res'ignation made by Sarnuef Shipley. of his Com- 
mission ■ ps . Fourth-Lieutenant in the^a,id Company be accepted. 

k, ;.: . -That John Rhodes, Ensign, be and he is hereby promoted to - 
. the Rank of Second-Lieutenant in the said Company. 

' \ . ; Tha f .Daniel Powel Cox, First Sergeant inthe said.Company, 
. be and he is hereby, promoted to th"e-Rank : of Ensign.in the "said 
VCompany-^-and that Commissions issue to : them accordingly, to 
3>e ..signed by the President. '\ ' ---.-'.V. ■"*■'"-■- . \> . J ,. 

^, , On Motion, Ordered, ■ ■'.'-. ■"''.. ""■•'-.-.* 

a ^ That fc/Robinspn, Mr. Sykes and ,Mr. Collins,- be a Com- .< 
; mittee to adjust and settle the' Accounts df Captain Latimer, &c. 

.".; respecting the; Fort on Chl*istiana-Creek, and the 'Independent 
Company stationed there. : . -/ . 

• '. On Motion, R.so.ved, .."' 1 V" > .^ - 

• . _-. That it be recommended to that Branch of -the Council of~ 
Safety residing hi the Countyvof. New-castle who contracted with'- 

• Jonathan Rumford, jun. and Company, for trie Importation of 
.'■< Arms and Ammunition, to refer the Adjustment of/the t Accounts 

v or that Voyage to any th re^ Merchan ts, to be chosen b y the c on- , 
^ : ^tTactlng^artTesr^~"" : ^ ~ ~~° ^ V"* 

: r . Whereas it is provided, by an Act of Assembly, that on the 
- "• fifteenth^Day of September in every" Yea*, unless, the same should 
; be -Sunday, and in such Qafce, on the Day following, anlAs^ssor 
and Insj3ector, shall be chosen in every" Hundred within the Col- 
ony; and fthe first'ftay of October nexl:, 1 as Representatives with 

*\y}'i orn s ,;-in iiih])0(;to|-. cannot lx> nc>r<>*;saiy to Vi'^mkI any V-liMion on 



fr/ 



^ 
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the Powers formerly* exercised cannot then Jjjp chosen consistent- 
with the Declarations, of the* Honorable the Continental Congress,, 
and also of the late House of (Assembly of this •Colony', for Che 
forming-- a new Government, , ' ^ ' • 

Resolved/ / \. , '. "^ ;-.* r . - 

That no Election oj Inspectors ..OV Representatives! n Assem^ 
biy ought' tS be made until this Convention . -shall compleat the. 
framing -the ■Constitution- or. '^.v^tem of Government .which" they 
f , .w'ere .specially appointed by'the Freemen of this Btate to- estab- 
lish-, nor until they shall- fix=?the Time ancUMa'nher^jf carrying the 
same into Execution. - .'.'"■ ' a ' .... / 

Ordered, " •■ '";--..- 

That Copies of this .Resolution -be^narismitte*,! to IIkV Shei^ 
ifl's of The, respective Counties of this Sta^-.and 7 that - the said 
SheriiiV serve each of the Co1Jectors,.-of the se^rai/Htindr^fs of 
".. the County in which he resides, w.ifch a-.Copy-TDf't.he same./ > T 

Convention adjourned '^till To-Moii'ow' Morning^L<1 o'Cloek. 

IV ednesciay,. A. M-. September 11 /.I'/VO:,;;..^- 

The Convention '^niet --Present all the : Membeti /except* 
\ Messrs. Vjmdyke," Cantwell, Thompson, Lea,/-Ridge^, Stout, 
-VLlVhite, Bradley, anp 1 Hubber.t.._ 4 _^ 

•The Committee' appointed to prepare/the Deciaraiion^of. 
,- Rights and Fundamental Rules, of this cjtate," now 'reported a 
Draught, whiqh they submitted to the Correction of the House, 

. -,V '.'On Motion, by Order, 

The same was read the first Time. , 

■ -. ' : •'■.■ ■•■ /-■■ '■■■'"/■■"■ 

. .;" On Motion, by special Order, /. / 

f * The. Same was, read the" second Ti/ne by ta^agi'aphs, and be- 

. ing debated and amended was, agreerl t'o;"and follows in these 

Words, to wit. : .-..>/ / v ■■."'.'' y . 

A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS AND FU^" 
/'" !.■; .v DAMENTAL RULESOF THE DELA- 
' - \*-- : - WARE STATE, PORM^CY STILED,/THS 

s GOVERNMENT OF THE CQUNTIE^pF^EW- ^ 
"- CASTLE,' KENT AND SUS^X, U^OW DELAWARE. 

1. THAT all Government of Rights originates from the People, 
is founded in Compact only, and instituted solely for the Good of 
the Whole. "'■.•' v 



■i. 



"Y v 



. :■■.-■'•:' 18. ^ .-■'■--. -v- ; 

THAT all Men have a naturaland unalienable Right to wor- 
ship' "Almighty. God* according to the Dictate^pf their own-- Con- 
sciences ajid Understandings; and that no Man ought qr ul' Right 
can be. compelled to attterid any religious Worship or maintain 
/any Ministry contrary to i or against His Own free will and Con- "■ 
sent; and that no Authority can or ought to be vested -in, or as- 
sumed by any Power whatever that -shall in any Case" interfere 
with, or in any Manner controul the Right or Conscience in the 
free Exercise or Religious 'Worship. .' 

.3: THAT alL Persons pVofessiong the CJiristiaii Rejigion ought 
'• forever to enjoy the equal ''Rights -and Priv'ileges'in this State.'un- 
.less, .under Colour- ofTteTigion, any Man disturb the Peace, the 
Happiness; or Safety of Society . / '■■ .. ■ -'-. . 

M. That the People* of this* State have the. sole exclusive and in- 
herent Right ;, of governing and regulating the intei'jial PolicO-pf. 

the same. >- r . '% ■■'■'*', 'i 

» ...-■■'. ■ ■■.■',■> -"»-- 

5. That Persons intrusted with -the Legislative, and executive 
Powers are the Trustee's and Servants of the Public, and as such 
accountable for theiif Conduct; wherefore whenever the Ends pf 
Government are perverted, and public Liberty manifestly endan- 
gered by the Legislative- singly,, or a^treacheroiis Combination . of 

.: .'both, the People may, and\Of Right ought : to -establish a new* or 

refonn the" old Government. ';" 

"* - ■■-■"■.- ■ ■ "^ / 

6. That the. Right in the People to participate in the Legisla- 
ture, is the ■ Foundation* of Liberty and of all free Government, 
•and for this- End alL Elections ought to be free and .frequent, 

'"' and every T^reemahf ha vihgv sufficient Evidence of a permanent 
common Interest , with', and Attachment to tne Community,, hath 
^ a Right of Suffrage. ^ \ _ '"'" 

\7. That no Power of suspending Laws,- or the ' Executioif of 
Laws, ought to be exercised utiles^ j:»y the Legislature. ' ^ 

. ._-._ 8.— .That ^for— Redressv^of "-Gpievances7~-and" f or amending '-amh 
strengthening of the laws,'the Legislature ought to be frequently 
cpnyened. / ^ / ; 

9, THAT 'every/ Man hath a Right, to^ petition the Legislature ■ 
, .'*.* for the Redress of Grievances in a peaceable and orderly Manner." 

!' '■••' 10i THAT every Member of Soeiety hath a Right to be pro- 
tected in the Enjoyment of Life, Liberty and Property, and there- 

t. .'•■/'- . ■'.,- ' -■"■"•.,-■ .' ■.:'.' ; -, ' . '■ ■ ; 






;/ 
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. : ' .. . IB -; ^ : \ " 

•fore is bound to contribute, his Proportion towards the Expence 
of that Protection, and yield his pergonal Service when necessary,, 
"6r an Equivalent/thereto ; but no fart of a Man's Property cambe 
..'justly taken from him or. applied to public XJses without his own 
Consent or that, of his legal Representatives: Jfror can any Man 
that is conscientiously scrupulous of beajring Arms in any Case 
be justly com-petiedihereto if he will pay such Equivalent.. 

11. THAT retrospective- Laws, punishing Offences committed 
before' the Existence of such Law% are oppressive and unjust, 
and ought not to be made. " / 

12.^ THAT every Freeman, for -every Injury done him in. his '. 
\Goods, Lands or Person, by any other Person, ought to have 

Remedy -by the Course of_the Law of the Land,, and wight to ■ 
■ ./have Justice and Right for the I-iyury doiw to him freely without 

Sale, "fully- without any Denial, and speedily, without Delay, ac- ' 

cording to the Law, of the Land. - ' .-/.'; '_ : 

-.13. THAT Trial by Jury of- Facts where they*arise is one -of the . 
greatest Securities of the Lives, Liberties and Estates of the 

t ^People. ■'-'-,' 

14. -THAT in all Prosecutions for cwmiVral Offences, every Man 
hath a Right to be informed of the* Accusative against him, to be- 
allowed Counsel, to be confronted with the Accusers or Witnesses', 
to examine Evidence on Oath in his Favour, and.toa speedy Trial 
by an impartial Jury, without whose -unanimous Consent heoupht" 
not to be found Guilty. " ; 

15. THAT no Man' in. the Courts of common -Law ought to be . 
A compelled to -give Evidence against himself. v 

•v. - '. \ ■■ ' •' ■'■-".■'', . .* : - -.'"'■ 

16. .THAT excessive Bail ought not to be required, nor excessive . 

Fines imposed', nor cruel or unusual Punishments in'flicfted. - -..•_'_ 

17. THAT" all Warrants without Oath to search | suspected 
^ Placei^ori^^^^ 

• oppressive; and all general Warrants' to search suspected Places* 
or to apprehend all Persons suspected, without naming or de- 

- scribing ^the Place, or any Person in special; are illegal ^ndx)ught v „ 
/ not to- be granted. ■,■>.■ '. ..* ■.._'.'•.../<., 

'',-'■■'■■'■ ^.' $ i ■• - / ' ■ " '■■ .■ ■ ■ .' . 

18. THAT a well regulated Militia is the proper natural and 

• safe ijDelence of a free Government. "* 



...*".'• . ' 



-'" 2(L. ' ' — <'. 

T9^^f HAT "standing Armies are dangerous to Liberty , and 
"ought not to be raised or kept up. without the Consent of the Leg- 
islature. - ;- ..-*'* , . a v 1/ - 

'•'■'.'•".' ■■■■ s r-. __'.-/ -. .'-••-■ ,, . 

20V:^HAT in all. Qases and at all, Times the. Military tmght to 
be under strict Subtefination ;• to ' kM- governed by the ; Civil •. 

Power. . XJ '^' ' ; . . ";'.. -' ' ': - ■■-. - \ : - *-;', '■ , ' " . .■ ;* -, ' ■■ " ■ 

,.21* 'THAT no Soldier .ought" to .'; be quartered ill any House in 

- Time of '"Peace without the .Consent of 4|e Chy^er; ^n<J in Time, 

of War ih such Manned only, as the Legislature shall direct. . 

22. THAT the Independepcy, and' Uprightness of 'Judges are' 
. essential to the' impartial- Administration' of Justice,"and a great 
;' Security to the; Rights and- Liberties of the People: - 

' 23. THAT i the . Liberty of the Press ought to. ,-bc-' in -inviolably 
.preserved. *. ' V- ' , . -^ 

• :. 'On Motion^ -' ■—'-""' > "' " »'-■"' ../ -*-*---'' 

Orqerefi, , . f .*■ , ~"\ . . .. v 

'* .-. That^li M^Kean,Mrf Collins, and Mr.Wilthank, be a Com- 

mmittee to ..r&ceive the Proposals of Duncan Beard for* erecting a 
•■.Gun-Lock Manufactory in this State, and to^report the s&me and 

their Opinion tliere^h..- ' _ ** * -? ' * -■ x , . 

'Convention a&ioumed 'till To-Morrow^-J o'Clock P. M. . 

..-'-.-'"''.".-".' Thursday, P.M.; September 12, 1^76. 

The Convention met — Present al^ the Members except 
Messrs. Cantwell, jRidgely, Stout, White, Bradley and ftubbert. 

Mr. 'rhoinpson appeared in the House, and^took and- sub- 
scribed the Oitth and. Declaration aforesaid." ' ., - _ 

•. " The Comnit^e appointed to exajnine ; the Accounts of Cap- 
tain George Latimer, &c. ; respecting the Fort On Christiana 
Creek and .the Independent Company under' his Command, now 

_; brought in thl tr _ R^p^rtrwhTclTl5y r 6fder waY reatPt;he f frst7ITme7 



On Motion, by special Order,, " - . < ': 

The same -was read the second- time by Paragraphs,; and 
f b^M&^iisidered was' agreed to, and is as follows, /to wit v 

T-ffAT Captain Latimer has expended 'in the purchasing 
Materials for tbe^oH on, Christiana Creek, Payment of the 
Workmen, &.c. the* Sum of- Four Hundred and Twenty -Pounds, 



v. 






/■ ", 



-■ ; ■:'■ ' '~ ".'-' 21 ■■ " ,. ; ■ ' '.'•■' .:' "" 

Nineteen Shillings and Threepence Half-penny, for which there 
j^^^rib^sufficient Vouchers. - 

- That the Pay of the Officers and Privates in the said-Jnde % 
pendent Company, including their Rations, to the loth of May 

. test, when a Commissary was appointed, and tlYs- Allowance hi, 
S§ven Shillings and Six-pence for inlisting each Soldier, amounj 
t. 'to the Sum of One Thou%and apd-Twehiy-eight' Pounds, Thrrj/en 
\ v " Shillings aiicLSeveivpence Haif-penhy. 

'—That Captain Latimer has expended for the repair^ng'Arms 
and in-p^raeiit-orihe\DoctorX/^il( f oi ; 'AtUMidari^&c/'on the 
" sick f Soldiers, the Sum of Twenty-three Pounds, j/v which there 
- is sufficient Vouchers. ; 

, -That Captain Latimer has received at^sundry^ Times irom 
. • Brigadier General' McKinly the Sum oj/EigM Hundred bounds ^ 
'■-'-■ -in part ^Discharge of the foregoing ^Disbursements.'' ; 

; The Committee further Report, that they have taken into / ^ 
Consideration an additional Account exhibited' by Captain "Lati- 
Inier, for Monies by him expanded in the Purchase of Blankets;, ; 
*■". Brushes, Priming- Wires/&c, amounting to Thn-ly-six Pounds / 
., Five Shillings and T\\;^H>ence, which they are of Opinion ought 
■■' to be/al lowed, and that the Balance now due to- Captain Latimer 
/- is Seven Hundred/and Twenty-two Pounds Two Shillings audV 
Fout-pence, exclusive of an Article of Twenty-seven Potinds f.oiv . 
; - Labour done attiie Fort, which' he is willing should remain un- 
determined un#l he can produce Vouchers for tie. Payment --of.)' 
^he same.- ■ / .:_,,: ■/.-.->- * ''.j. ' ■'. I -, , "■' .• 

- , That^aptain .Peter Jaquet's. Account of Materials, by hjdn . 
*■' provided/^or the said Fort, Amounts to Twenty-two Pounds' Five ^ 

^ Shillings and One Penny, and for his Care 'and Trouble in Plan-'/- 
"' , . ing am Superintending said 'Work Twenty Pounds Five Shil-^' 
flings/and for Liquor given the Meii,* On/-, Pound Ten Shillings. 

Ordered, 
That Captain Latimeiy deduct from the Pay of such of the 
^ S6Mer& in his Company to whom he delivered the' Blankets / 
- f charged in the Account exhibited by him to this Convention and 
■/,'■' allowed, the Sum of Forty-eight Pounds Fifteen -'Shillings, and 
■/■■<-"■ that he- hereafter account for the same. c , 



1 




. ■•' . .."•"■■"■ oo : ■ -- ■ " . 

•'.' .■•■•.■*'■'•■',- ' ■ • • '' : - 

. / Mr. Thompson applied. ..'for teaye of Absence, which' was., 

,' granted. .• " - Vv 

,:-x-. On Motion/ - v .-.: - **'*-'-.:' ' -.'■ '■■';. 

i : '; Resolved, ^."' T ; »v- : . : " ". * 

;•-:••' -. That ah Order%e draw on the Military LTreasufer of ^Kent 

'■ '.'.,:. : County for the. Sum of Five Hundred' Pounds in Favour of- Cap- 

: : .tain George Latimer^ towards discharging, the Sum due to him 

; ' fram-this State. ./''. -v. : /' . — '•*--. ' . ■. *.* 

y"v-» •■ ■■•■ •'.■.'• ' •'-'-■ -- (y . ' • ■- ' " - 

:•;.','• Resolved,' ; +".-, • • -> . <* ■■-''«■■ . 

. ". ;" That the Sum of : Five Hundi^dPoinids^b^ borrowed onUhe 
: ;.r. \CreditJof this Btate'fprv discharging, the^emainder of^^aptain 

/^ati'mer'is- Ddmami..-an& for -other- puKic Purposes. ' - 

;•-.' "& Petition- from John ancj. Joseph Booth of the Town of 
,^ : - s £Jew-castle,;settin^ the Son of the 

■ y £aid John, hkd inlisted in Captain Duivrl's Company, belonging 
'"&-■ ■ to Colonel. Pattei-son's Battalion; that the said. Thoma^ then was 
and stll;l'i^an.A , pprenti'ceto Joseph Booth, one of tne Petitioners, 
"- ,' and a principal Workman in his- Tanyard; that the Petitioner^ 
. John had invested all his Property in Hides, which for want, of', 

■'"• ;, 'the . Service of. the said Thomas he will probably lose,. &c. and , 
;;/'".' praying the Discharge of -the said, Thomas in suplTManner.as 
-;. %is Convention shall think._proper.; \vas presente'd to the Chair, 
'**. V and by 'Carder read the first time. "" . '*--: 

: a ..' ■[ On'Motion, by special Order,- ^. ,- 

' The same was read ' the secon d Ti met and thereupon * 

;..:■ ,+ ■ : \ Resolved,, • "-■'• ■.'.;'.- ; °, 

, V 4 ' • That the said Thomas. Booth be, and.hd is hereby discharged 
; './'■' from his Inlistment in Captain James Dunif s Company, of Col- 
' quel Patterson's Battalion aforesaid/ upon Payment of all neces- 
sary Charges/ (except Pay and Subsistence) if any such, Charge 
v have accf uecL _ 

-■ T he 'President laid be fore the House a_,LieMer he ha(Lreceivejl 



rv:4 ■ 



by Express from Colonel Patterson, ^which by. OVder w^as read, 

* • and- •' • '.- ■.,■ ' -■"'''' - ■ ''. "v." ' " ' - ' ■ ■ 

* : > On. Motion, , .' *•■"■' . V , , r 

.Resolved, 1 > "?■.*.'. '^ . _ 'I 

That it be reeommended to the Members of 'the Committees 
'*' of Inspection and Observatioi^ for the Counties of New-castle* 
and Kent-, to bfe aiding and assisting, to Lieutenants Alexander, 
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McClann and.McCannon,. of Colonel Patterson's Battalion,. $yo} 
curing one hundred and forty Blankets for the Use of the s/iid 
Battalion forthwith they paying for the S'ame such reasonable 
Prices as shall be ascertained by any one of the Member's "of -the 
"said Committees. ' ^ * ' " " . 

Convention adjourned 'till To'-Morrow. Morning 10 o'clock. 

; , \F.iaday, A. M.lJ September 13, 17,76. ,■ . 

.„. ,^Tl)e Convention met; and adjourned 'till. To-Morro\v \) 

O'clock P. M. "' - •' > . - ■'■* ..; -.;. ."■-;■■ ".'■■., 

-; ;■ / Saturday,- E, M. September 14, 1776. , ■ 

. The Convention met— present all the Members,' except 
Messrs. Cantwell, White, Bradley and Hubbert.^ 

- ■*■ The President laid on the Table the' Report of the Committee 

appointed to - fntmeji Constitution or System of Government for 

this State, which "was read,- and ordered "to. lie on the Table. *2'~ 

■' - ». " . - .. •' - '-■■■' , v ' • " ■- 

The' Convention beifig informed, that about Four Thousand 

Five Hundred Pounds of, the £30,000 lately issued. .in Bills of. 

"Credit in this State, remain .in the' Loan-Off ice-of Kent County 
unsigned by Boaz Matflove,,one of the'Persons appointed for the 
Purpose, whereby a considei-able Loss hath accrued, to the Public 

" by this Neglect; Therefore .,;-■■ - , 

Resolved, :.;'" '.-.';. .' . . - '• '.;""'' - .' ".'■ 
That James Sykes, Esq.; sign .the 'said Bills of-'Credit un-f 
signed by^ "the saioVBoaz Man love. , ■ _.** - t 

Convention adjourned '-'till *To-Mprrow -.""Morning 10 o'Clock. 



V Sunday, A. -M, -Sejpteriiber^lS;* 1776. 
, The '.Co nvention met^Preseri t all t he, Membt 



ccepiC." 



Messrs. Cantwell, StoinVWhite^ Bradley and Hubbert. 

On Motion, by brder, ^ ■ ." •_. ■■-'■.-• 

The .Report of the Committee for framing the Constitution 
■or System? of Government was read the second. Time, and after 
some Debate the, same was' Recommitted. ';■/■ .-* - ' 

- Convention adjourned 'till To-Morrow 3 o'Clock P. M. -'." 



.>; 



; : ' '-. r * \ 24 r ■ " -\ '■-.. ' ->.-,"V : 

Monday, P. M. September 16, 1776. 

The Convention met— Present, all the Members except 
Messrs. Cantwell, White, Bradley, and Hubbert. 

: The Committee/for framing the' Constitution or System of 
Government prayed ■, longer. Time for the Completion thereof, 
whichw as granted. -.' / . 

v.-: Convention .'adjourned 'till To-MorVow 3 o'Clock-P. M. \ 
V . , ' ■[.''- Tuesday, P. M. September 17, 1776. r 

■yr\ The Convention met— Present all the Members except . 
Messrs'. .Cantwell, Jones, White, Bi-adley and Hubbert T ° .. 

..The Committee for framing, the Constitution or System of 
Government made their Report, which by Order was rea4 and 
tlie Consideration therebf" deferred 'till To-Morrow. ' ' . 

Convention adjourned 'till To-Morrow Morning 9 o'clock. 

\ ."■■"■v.; :, Wednesday, A.M. September 18, 1776.'. 

; '" -*\- ThV Convention metJ-Preseiit all the , Members' , except';^ 
Messrs. • Cantwell, White, Bradley and Hubbert. -;*. 

The House resumed the Consideration of the Report of the 
Committee for framing- the Constitution or Syste^of Govern- 
ment, and .the same being read by Paragraphs from the 1st. to 
'the 7th Article inclusive, and being debated and amended, was" 
agreed/to, \ ^ . . 

•'" Adjourned 'tilb3 o^Clojck. »'--■ ' *~. ~-r " .^- •"'".. 

; ■" 1 Eodem Die, P. M,, /■" V\? 

The Convention met. ' .» , •:• . .. u 

The House resumed the Consideration of the Report of the "T 
Committer for framing the Constitution or System of G<pvern,r 
mfitit, and* the same being rea d JflLJ&iagraBhs from the 9thijo„ 



.' the 25th Article inclusive, and, being debated" and amended was 
agreed^to. '■»> . * *: _■ -,.&.'-' •-'-".-- ' '.'■"• - 

Convention adjourned 'till To-morroW Morning, 9 o'Glock, 

% - T : : Thursday, A. M. September 19, 1776. 

.■* • ■■ _■ ■ .- ■'."■"* . - ■ ' . '■".". " "« 

. The Convention met-^Rresent all the Members except 
Messrs. Bai#welV White, Bradley and Hubbert. .,__■■", 



* 



r 



■«s# 
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■&? 



The House resumed the Consideration of the Report of the 
Committee far framing the Constitution or System of Govern- 
ment, ^nd the same being read and 'debated by Paragraphs from 
the 26th- to the 30th Article inclusive; and amended, was agreed 

to. ■ L ■ ./ ... : : • ' '.-'- "• 

On Motion of Mr. McKean, ; "_■"'■■- - r : * 

That the Yeas and Nays on a Question for expunging the 
two last parts of the 29th Article of the Constitution, be entered 
on the Minutes, the same' was ordered, and areas follow, to wit. 



For the Affirmative. 
r >> Mr. "jlcKean, 
Mr. Porter, 
Mr. Thompson, ] 

Mr. Vandyke, "' ■ ' 
Mr. ft vans. ' ' 



For the Negative. /%> 

^Mr. West, \ ' 

Mr. Clafke, ' J 

Mr. Kollock, 
* JVlr. "Polk,, . 

Mr. Laws, .*..'.' 

Mr: Lea, '"-v. ' 

-Mr. Reneh, ■ v ■"""*■'*', 

Mr, Horsey,. r .- ' . . ' ; 

Mr. Lock wood, • . ' ':,', 

Mr.-, Jones, ,. ' '.-'/''. * °, ■. C. '■'' 

Mr,, Hill, • ( -; - ' ■ ' *. - .".,. •;' . " ' ' . ■'■-.''• 

Mr. Robinson,. - • ' 

*Mr; Stout, ' = _ -.'■* 

.~ Mr; Collins, /. '. ,. ----.-. - 

Mr. Bassett, , '' ' 

Mr. Ridgely, - '* -. .-•' . ' . /" 

Mr. Sykes, ■■ -- / ; . . ■ * ' -' ' .; .-. ■. 

Mr. Moore, '": 

Mr. Cook,, * ■ ' 5 ' • ' .• 

: Mr. Wiltbank- / ' '« - ■'" ■= .'•'-■ - '. •' . './ * 

On-Application of Mr. Ridgely for Leave of Absence on Ac-^ . 
count of the Indisposition .of his Family, the same was granted. , , 

q^- ^pitcatioh^ofTVTrTVariclykeToT Leave 'of Absence until ~ 

To-Morrow, the same was granted. * • ,....,,.'*■-.■*■./'■ 

Adjourned^ 'till 3 o'clock. { , ^ ^ : - ./■'>'■'"., ■' 

" • * Eodem Die, P. M. . - f - . ;: „ 

The Convention met. - ; -' ; K •; '**'■ 

The House resumed the Consideration of the 8th "Article of 
' the Constitution or System of Government, not heretofore agreed ^, 
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to, and uTter nor^ D e bat6l,heieoii. Hie : janie was deferral 'till 
Tor-MoiTOVv. ' ■•.**.-.' 

. IThe House re^wied/the Consideration of fh r e -.'Report of th- 
Committee, to whom the Resolutions of Comjn-„s and the U-u4m 
JWfrthe Prudent thereof jvere referred, and thereupon r .. - - 

■ Renolved, _" •'. " "}■■ . * ■ > 

^ That/one WtUdion of. the Militia ^of ih;s State h«- raided to 
fe'-^fekjlT.e the Army of the Tinted States '.oMSmerfc.^y-aod 't-h?it 
7 Mt^IeKean^anfUMr: West, 'Mr. Polk, M. CVflffn.s atwf il^Moori-. 
he% C^mmiTtee to devise Ways and* Means for nus-imj a^nd form- 
iHKiheHaid Battalion. .. *--■. -~3/^ • ; f 

Convention adjourned 'till T<*rVterrow-Mro'ninK*!) o'clock, 
Friday; A. M. Sepi^mber 20, 177>U: 

The Convention met — Present all ~. the Members except. 
Messrs. Caldwell, Ridgely^ook', Clerk, \\ hue, Bradley, Horsey^ 
• and HubberLV f V ' ' -.-,'' 

Phe Committee appointed to" devise Wavs and Means ,Ioi 
' raisinrtnd form Hip 'a Batt'aliflir of. the Mii^a of this State,- to 
retnfoWe KlT^Army,of; the CnUed States Q jF. Jlmqrlca, brought in 

the"- Ue>>rU ^ilfHi by Order \yas read the. first X\me. - 

■ • - -- i ■.•" ' . -.' ?; - - - i- . • 

' The Uo^e resumed the Consideration of- the 8t)i -Ariiei* ".of 
th\lte?im^"oRtiui Committee for framing the Constitution, oi^ 
SysWof Government, and the-same bejn*i. debated -and amended 

= was agreed to; and upon "tin? Quest ion. the whole Report was ap- 
proved, p»kI follows in these' 1 Words, to wit. 

THE CONSTITUTION OR SYSTEM OF GOV- \ ' 
' ERNMENT, AGREED TO AND RESOLVED 
-" * UPON BY THE KBPRESENTATJYES IN FfJJL -, 
" ■ . \ / CONVENTION-OE'THE DELAWARE STATE. 
V ' FORMERLY STLLED THE GOVERNMENT OF 

THE C0UNTIES> OK- NEW-CASTLE. KENT AND 
i SUSSEX, UPON DELAWARE, THE SAID REP- 

RESENTATIVES BEING CHOSEN B Y'flE ER£E- 
MEN OF THE SAfe STATE FOR THAT EX- 
\ .-■ . PRESS PURPOSE: " , 

Article 1. The Government of the Counties --of NeW-Castle, B Kent 

. ' mid Sussex, upon Delaware, shall hereafter -in all Pub- * 
He Aniothef Writings be ealie4 THE DELAWARE STATE. 






2. 'lIlF Legislature shall -be formed 61" two distinct Branches^- 1 -/ 
They .shall' meet '(Aieo-or -ofti»noi". in every Year, "and -shall' br 
called, '^H^i.IKNIOriAi-^Sf ^IJfLY OF. 1)1^, ANY, J IE. ; ^ 

• ' * ' »'. "" -^ >• - ' ; *• ' • ^~ ' % 

o. T ie of the Brunches of tiieLegi>l-atun' >h.ill V called, THE- 

HOI 'SIC OF ASSEMBLY, ami shall' consist of M-\nr lli-^-s.-n- 

■ ■ t ■ 

tatives, to be .chosen for each County mmually of such l'.er.ion> 
'as are Freeholder* of the smne. ,_.'}- 

I. 'The other Branch shahbe called/ THE COUNCIL, irtid rum. ^ 

," -t,\t of hine'Menibers ,*three to-' be cl/osen for each County ai'tie- 
v ~ * ■■ - , — // - . ■ ■ • , 

....■ Time of the' ft/st. Flection M '"Hhe/Asscnibl£. w 4 ho . shall be !*"■-«.-•-- 

holders - i>iT JLlK*- < r <Xn.i il v-.'-f <> r which they arc chosen, and "be upward- 

of tvverity-fhe Veiy s of Ago. At the ,Eud of/nne Year after ihe- 

.":",• UVruhal Election, the Counsellor who h;id the .soiajlest -Number 

of Votes in e;ich JCoimty snail be d^pbu-ed, an.ci the Vai-auct.-^ 

thereby oceasioitetl supplied by tile Freemen of each County 

' .,. elKKJsing the s^nie or another, Person, al a new Flection in Man- . 

•• nor aforesaid/ At the End of two Yearn after the fir>t C.enecal 

Flection, the^Cou it seller; who st-pod second in Number oV\'ote> 

/ "in each Coimty shall l5e displaced and the Yaeanems 'herein 4 

occasioned' sup#ied by alfev&'fcleetjc/u in Maimer af.oroaid. And 

■/■• at. the "pud of three Years from .-;tW first general Election, Hi.- 

v' Counsellor who harithe g-reates't Number of Votes in each C'oun-- - 

{ "ty shall be displjVced, amUhe Vacancies thereby occasioned snp- 

/I : -" pikd'% t\ new- Eleeiienvin Manner aforesaid. And' this lUitatinji 

of";! /Counsellor being (displaced "at the Fnu of three YeYn> in 

eaelr County and his pftVo supplied by a new. Choice, shali be 

continued aTterward^ yi due Order annually forever, \v4vereby,- 

■ after the first general Elections ".Counsellor wilhremain in Trust' 

-'■""" for: three Years from the Time of his being ' l.'ct'ed, and a Coun- 

' ; sellbr will be displaced, and the same' ok- another chosen in each 

County at every Flection. . \ ■■,_.'•'*.; 

•>. THE Right Iff Suffrage in the Election of Members for both 
• flouses shall remain as exercised by Law at present ; and each- 
J louse shall choose its 7 own*Speakei\ appoint its own Officers, 
judge of the /(Juulificationtfand Eh?ctions of its own Members, 
: ,stittle its own Rules of Proceedings and .direct -AVrits of Election 
..' lor supplying intermediate. \%anc*ies. They may also'severahy 
-expel any of tjieir own -AJfimbers.- tor Misbehaviour, Vnjt not^C 
'secohdViTme in the^ne SessiotiS'forThe'satne Of fence, if re : 
- Ofected;" and they shall have aO other'Pp-wors necosary for the 
Legislht'ureof r\ free and Independent State.. -* v -..--« 

: 'V ■-.' ; - -." /: ' ' ■■- "•""."'-' ' ^"' 

. >C- : -V " : l . .-■--. -■-'-.- ,. 
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(J, Atl, Mono -Bii&->f&$fo ^S#pQ«t ^ ^V4r»fnci^ ; . s sht#f 
.* originate hrthe HoU® of -A^wybty* arid j»# be altered, ;piend<^ 

**' diifanccs may*Utke Rise ui the Uousv of A^mbh ^ Legi.^Jauy 
:v : ; ^C6uiieit^fnrf:may bp,a}tGiTd,^Wtdkro^tr^^d ; fe'.^ihe^ • ,. 
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apeciiwSv and, sealed with the Creat-Seaf of tin* Stat<«, which 
ilW are herebv ■ -iuit tibial to -affix, >hafl be delivemhto the 

■Person so chosen 'President, wjio shall ^continue hi that. Other 
tl]ree Years and until the Sitting of the nexf General Assembly ^ 
and-noJonger, nor be eligible until th^Expsration of th.wj > cars 
after he' shall have been out .of that Office. An adequate bin 
moderate Salary ,,hall-be 'set tied on him during his continuance in- , 
Office— lie may draw Tor such' Sums of- Money as shall be ap- 
propriated by the,Geueral Assembly, and be accountable to them 
for the* same.-,! Le may by and with the- Advice of the Pmy- 
Cotihcil hiy Embargoes or prohibit the Exportation' ot any Com- 
modity for anv.Time not exceeding -thirty Days m the Recess, 
of the General Assembly.-He shalkhavo the Power ot granting 
Pardons (>r Reprieves, except where the Prosecution shall be car- 
ried^n fey the House of Assembly, or the Law shall ojhenwse 
direef Mil' which. Cases no Pardon or Review -shall be granted 

- but by a-llesolve of the House of Assembly :-Aiul may exercise 
•lit the other executive. Powers of Government, limited and re- , 
strained'as bv this Constitution's, mentioned; and according to-- 
the Laws of the State". And on his Death, inability' or Absence 
from the State, the Speaker *of the House of Assembly shall have 

\the p«s of a President until anew Nomination is made by ^ 
the General Assembly. " - - .- 

' 8 A PRIVY-COUNCIL consisting of four Members.' shall be 

. chosen by Ballot, two by the Legislative Council, and : ^vo'by the 
House. o f Assembly: Provided, that no regular -Officer -of the 

■*ilf the l^islufivo f^ncit f«n te^ **"* ;*«»> Vi^-^I^n,: api " !«_«*«. of 
Ms Deatht Inability ,or absenre from the State. .... 



.- " . 29 ' . ' . 

Army or Navy in the Sorvice^and Pay pf c the Conttnur.C; or of 
this, of any. other State shall be eligible. And a, Member oi^tln^ 
Le^isJi^ive Council ot\of the House of Assembly beitm tfopsen uf^ 
the rt-ivy-C'ouneil .and accepting thereof shall thereby lose his 
Seat. Three Members shajl be a Quorum,, and their Advice and- 
Proceedings shall be entered of Record and signed by the Mem- m 
bers present, (to any Part of which any Member may enter hr* 
Dissent) to be laid before the General Assembly when called for:" 
.by them. Two -Members shall be'Vemoved by Ballot, one 'by the 
^Legislative Council aim 1 one by- Hie House of Assembly at the 
End of two Years, and those who remain the next -Year after, . 
who shall- severally be ineligible forUhe three next Years, These 
Vacancies as -.welt as those occasioneel by Death or Incapacity 
shall.be supplied by new 'Elections in the same Manner. .And. 
this Rotation of a Privy-Counsellor shall be continued afterwards 
in due Order annually %ever. The President may by Summon* 
-convene the Privy-Council Nit; any\fime when the,'. Public 
Exigences may~ require, : and at*sach Place as he shall think most 
convenient, when and where they are to attend accordingly. 

9. THE president, with the Advice and Consent of the. Privy- 
Council,, may embody the Militia, and act as Captam-Gvnerrft 
and Commander- in Chief of theimand the other Military Korc^ 
-.erf -this State under the Laws of the same. 



■a. 



Hi). .EITHER -"'House or" the General Assembly may adjourn 
themselves respectively..* The. President shall nof prorogue, ad- 
journ % or dissolve the dene ial Assembly , but' he m-.y with tle'; 

-Adviciof the. Privy-Council or pn the application of a Majority 
of either House, call them Ijiefore tlrc Time they shall stand Ad- 
journed, and the; two Houses shall always sit at the same Time 
and; Place, for which Purp/ose immediately •after i ever t v adjourn-. 

"ment the Speaker pi the fclouse of Assembly shall k'ive Notice to 
the Speaker of the other jlouse of N the Time to which the House-/ 
of Assembly stands adjourned. ' C 

11. THE. DELEGATE^ FOR DELAWARE to the CongiWbT * 
• -the UNITED STATES/OF AMERICA shall be chosen annually, 
'or superseded^ the l^eau Time, by joint Ballot of both Houses 

in the, General Assembly. - , - 

,12, THE President and General Assembly shall by-joint Ballot 
'appoint three Jusiices-of. the Su^eme Court for 'the State, one 
of whon>shali; be Chief- Just ice, and a Judge of Admiralty, and 
also four justices of the Courts of Common Pleas and Orphans. 



i- 



I. 



fiourte for each County, one of whom in each Cpu** shall he 
Wiled Chief-Justice, (and in. Case.of Div.is.on on the Ballot, tty 
President shall have an additional casting 'Voice); to he commis- 
sioned by the President " uhdev the Great-Seal, .who shall continue 
: in 'Office during good Behaviour; and during th» lime the Jus- 
tices of the said Supreme Court and Courts of Common I le, s ; 
remain in Office they-d.all hold none other except n the .M iia. 
-Any one of the Justus of either of said Courts shall Inn a 
'. power -In Case 'of the non-coming of hi,. brethren to open and 
'^ajoiu-n the Court,; An adectuate fixed but moderate Salary shall 

• he settled on them during their Continuance 'in Office I e 
President and- Privy-Council shall appoint. the Secreta >, the 
A rSceneral. Registers for the Proba*. of ^" ^ 
i„g. Letters of Administration, Registers in Chancery, tie fc of 
Cne W* >f Common-Pleas and Orphans Courts and (. le. k> 
tf it 7&J, who shall I- commissioned as aforesaid and remain 
h Office d, ring, five Year., if they, behave; them* ,lvc, web 

■••■ during which Time, the said.R-egisters m Chancery and tie ks 

• shafnot be Justices of either of the said Courts of^luch toy 
are Offers, but they shall Have Authority to sign all Writs by 

■hn\s^d and take Refinances' of Ball. The ustiees o V the 
; Lee shall be nominated b y the *Iou S e,of *^ly th.. u io 
"■■' sa^ They shall name iwe.rty^four Perso.iK. for eaclv County o 
^mlh^Presiderrt, with the Approbation of the^vy-Counc, , 
" 4«nVppoint twelve, who shall be commissioned as aforesaid. 
"„d co t nue i.v Office during seven Years, if dheyf behave Aem- 
■ ;^-es "S 1- and in Case of Vacancies, or.it the Legislature shall 
'» hSop« to increase Incumber, they -shal be. nominated 
"■ aM^Sed in like Manner. The Member^ live Leg, S laUye 
•-■■ ^Sclncils shall be Justices of the "PeaoU,- the whole 

the 'Courts of Common Pleas shal I h? yonservattfi s of the Peace. 
•-•» in their respective Counties. • ■ 

13 THE Justices of the Courts of Common-Pleas andOrphans 
Eur* thair have -the Power of holdihg lienor CcurU of 



Chancery ^heretofore, unless the. Legislative 
direct 



shall otherwise 



he appointed by 
it Deeds -by the 



?'* 



\\ THE Klerks : of the Supreme Court shall 
iko rhipf Justice thereof, and the Recorders . . 

k, Joe of T « ^urts of Common-Pleas for eaclf County seyeral- 
iy ^d cl.wLio*d by the President under thjc.roat-Sea , and 
ion hu-ein Cfff ice .Rvc J ears, ifg.ey behave thrives well. . 




s*~ 



^tS.'.'.fllfc Sheriffs and Coroners of /he respective Counties shall 

.be ehoseri annually as, heretofore-; a/idimy Person-having served 

" three. Yeira as Sheriff shall be ineligible for three Years-after;, 

and the President and Privy-Coun/il shall have the Appointment 

o^f such oi the.- two Sin di dates rotuf-ned for said- Off ieesof Sheriff 

rind Coroliet- "as -they shall think ifet <|ualiiiejdp^ihe isanw Ma»* 

: Tier that tlhe Governor heretofore enieYetTtTiis Power. 

16; THE .General Ajsse*nbfyTl 



"joint .Ballot shall appoint thij 
Generals land Field-Officers, i/nd all tfie @%r Officers- in. the 



Army 01 
during PI 
necessary 



Navy of this State./ And the President Tnay appoint 
sasure, until otherwise greeted by the Legislature, all 
Civil OfficeVsMiot Herein before mentioned: 



vi 17. "THERE shall be an .^ppeal fronr the Supreme Court of 



Delaware 
Persons, 



in Matters of Law. and Equity to a' Court of seven 
.0. consist' Qf the President^br the Time being, who 



shall; preside therein, and six others/to be appointed, three by 
the legislative Council and' three by the House of Assembly, who 



shall continue in Office during- .good Behaviour, and be commis 
sioi\ed byftlfe President under the Great-^1 ;^vhich Court shall 
■ be stiled, The Court of Appeals, and have all the Authority and 
Powers tneretofore given by Law in the last Resort to the King 
in Council "under the ol^ Government:. The Secretary shall be 
the Clerk, of 'this Court, and Vacancies therein occasioned by 
fteath or Incapacity s*Aall be supplied by new Elections jn Man- '■ 
ner aforesaid. . , 

18, THE Justices of the -Supreme. Court and Courts of Com- 
mon-Pleas, the Members of the Privy-CouhcTI, the^ec-retary, the 
9 Trustees* of the Loan-Offiee and Clerks of the Courts "of Com- 
Milon-Pleas, during their continuance, in Office, and all Persons 
concernedein any Army or Navy Contracts, shall be ineligible to 
either House of Assembly ; and any Member of either House ac- 
cepting of any other of the Offices herein, before mentioned 
(excepting. the Office of a Justice of the Peace) shall have his 
Seat thereby Vacated, and a new Election shall t*e ordered. 

fe 19 THE Legislative Coiincii and Assembly shall; have the 

Power of making the breat-Seal ol this State, whieh shah be 

kept by the President, or in his Absence by the Vice-President, 

"- to be used by them as Occasion; may require. It shall be called, 

'Kyhe preat-SeaWof the -Delaware State, and shall be affixed to 

all Laws and Commissions. - 7 
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207 COMMISSIONS shall rmrin the Name of THE DELA- 
WARE STATE, and boar Teat br-the Presiclent/Afi-iU «hall run 
in the same Manner, and bear Test in the ilame of the Chtef- 
Justtce or Justice first -named in the --.CommisstpnS for the. 
several Courts, and be sealed with tire Public Seals- of such 
^(jaurts. Indictments_,shall Conclude, against the peace and Pigi 
nit^Nof the State. ;."-., ■'■ *J.~ •! > 

|1. ikease of Vacancy of- the Offices above dieted to -be ^ 
fil!ed4>y the President and General Assembly, the President and 
PrivysCouncil may appoint others in Iheir Stead until there shall 
be a new Election, .-- _ r •'..-- 

22 EVERY Person, who shall be chosen a Member of either 
Housefor appointed to any Office or Place of Trust, before tak- 
ing his Seat, or entering upon the Execution of his Oftice, shall 
take the '.following Oath, or Affirmation if conscientiously 

scrupulUvs of taking air Oath, to wit. » . . 
■■■■■■ - ' • • ' - - -■ ' 

jL'i A. $. " : \v*U bear true Allegiance to the Delaware State, sub- 
3mit to! its. Constitution and Laws, and do no Act -wittingly 

; 'whereliy the Freedom thereof may be prejudiced." , 

4ivcl alsb'ii ^ke : and subscribe the following Declaration, to wit. 
-«M A~ BJdo profess FaitlUn God theHFather, and in Jesus Christ 
'"hts'only Son, and in the Holy -Ghost,. one ^od Wessgd for ever- 
^moreilnd I fc do -^knowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
-/'and Nelw r restament-tp begiven by divine Inspiration." 
wVnd all 0ffieers shall also ; take an-Oath of Office. 
23 ^fH;E President when he is-out of Office and within eighteen 
Monte after, and all others, offending against. the State either 
by Maladministration, Corruption or other Means, by which 
the Safety of tlie Commonwealth may be endangered, within 
eighteen Months after the Offence committed, shall life impeach- 
able- by the- House of Assembly before the Legislative Council; 
Such Impeachment to be prosecuted by the Attorney-General or 
such other Persons or Persons as the House; of Assembly may 
appoint, according to the Laws of .the Land. If found Guilty, 
he or they shall be either forever disabled to hold any Office 
under Government, or, removed from Office pro-temftore, or suV 
-jected to such Pains: and Penalties as , the Laws *hall direct. And. 
all Officers shall be removed on Conviction of Misbehaviour : at 
Common tavf or on ■Impeachment^ or upon the Address of the 
General Assembly. • ■ ] r 
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24. ALL Acta of Assembly hi Force in this Stale on ihe.iii- 
teenth bay of'jVtay last (and not heix> blattered, or contrary -to 
the Resolutions' "of- Congress, or of the late 1 lousy of Assembly 
of this State) shall so.*ontmue until altered or- repealed by the 
.Legislature of this' State, unless where they are temporary, in 
' Wjh'ich'.Csise they -shall expire -tit the Time respectively" limited 
for tlieir Duration. ■ \ . ** 






■%., 






25. THE-ttommpiT Law of England-, as well a* so much of the 
Statute Law as have been heretofore adopted in Practice in this*- 
/State, shall remain in force, Unless they shall be altered by fu- , 
rture Law of the Legislature; $uch Parts only excepted as ai>v 
"repugnant toMhe Rights- and Privileges contained in this. Consti- 
tution and the Declaration of Rights, &c. agreed to by this Con.-.j 
vention. 

\/2(>; No .Person hereafter imported -into this State from Africa 

.ought tib^'be held' in Slavery -under any 'Pretence. svhak>vei , and 
no Kegrq, 4ndian or Mulatto Slave,, ought to be brought in to tltU- 

: State for Sale from any part of the World* _-,.-' 

• 27. THE first Election for the General Assembly of this State 
shall bt held on 4he twenty-first Day of October. m-xl, at the 
Courthouses in the several Counties, in the Manner heretofore ' 
used in five Election of. the Assembly, exce|)t as to the Choice of 

'Inspectors and Assessors, where Assessors have jioi/been' chosen 
on tfe sixteenth Day of September instant, which shall be made 
on the/Mbrning of ilw'Day of Election by the Electors, Inhabi- 
tants of • the respective Hundreds in each County,;— At which 
Time the Sheriffs and Coroners*for the said Counties respective- 
ly, are to be elected: And the present Sheriffs of the Counties 
of New-C&stle and Kent may be- re^chosen to/that Office until 
the first Day of October in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Seven thmcired .jjnd Seventy-nine, and the present Sheriff for 
the County, of, Sussex may be re-chosen to thaTOffice until the 
first Day of October in the Year of our Lord One Thousand 
Seven Hundred ami Seventy-eight, provided the Freemen think 
proper to re-elect them at every general Election ; and. the present 

\ Sheriffs f %nd Coroners "respectively shall continue to exercise 
their Office's- as heretofore until the Sheriffs and Coroners to be 
elected *on 'me said t\venty-%st Day of October shall be com- 
niissionecT and sWorii into Office. The Members. of the Legis- 
lative Council ami Assembly shall meet- for transacting the. Busi- 
ness of the State an the twenty-eighth Day of October next, and 
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continue in Office lt»UI tho first Day, of October Avhtich' yil be 
n\ the YcW One 'Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventh-seven ; 
on which %y, and on the first Day' of October in each Year 
forever afte\ the Legislative CpunciL Assembly, Sheriffs and 
Coroncp.shaXbe chosen by BalM in Manner dieted by the 
several B Lau's'6lfyhi$ State for .regulatiiig Election? of Members 
of Assembly andvSheiif.fs imd* Goroners; and tXe General As- 
sembly shall meet pn th^weotieth Day of the .same Moirtb^or 
the transacting the Bufn^ of the«State; and ifvny of the saW 
first and twentieth Days orOctolfer should be -&anday, their and 
in suelyCase tffl> Eleetidns/shaUl'beJietd and the General As- 
sembly meet the next Day fd|5>Vin£. • -' .. 



28.-" To prevent ""any Violence ^Forae being used at .the said 
Elections, no Persons shall come armed to any of them; and no -- 
Muster of the Militia shall' be s made, on that Day, nor shall any 
Battalion or^ompany give- ih\heir Votes immediately succeed- 
ing each other, if any other -Voter who. offers to vot|?^objects ^ 
•thereto; nor shall any Battalion or- Company in the : Pay of the 
Continent, or of this or any otheivState.-be suffered to remain at 
the Time and Place of "holding the said Electious^nor within - 
one Mile of- the ^ said Places respectively for twenty-four Hours 
before the opening saioV Elections, nor within twenty-four Ito.- 
-after the same; are closed, >so as in any. Manner to-impede^lve 
^freely and conveniently carrying on? the 'sai<j Election: Provided 
b always,- that every Elector may in a peaceable and orderly Man- 
ner give in his Vote on the said Day of flection. - J ' : •■-". 

£9. THERE shall be no Establishment of any one Religious 
Sect in this State in Preference, to another; and no Clergyman or 
Preacher of the .Gospel of any Denomination shall.be capable of 
holding any. Civil O/f ice in thi's State, or of being a 'Member of 
either of the Branches of the Legislature- while they continue in 

the Exercise of the Pastoral Function; ...,-• 

30. No Article of the declaration of Rights and Fundamental 
Allies of this Staie, agreedHo by this Convention, nor the first, 
second, fifth (except that Part thereof "that rentes, to the Right 
of Suffrage) twenty4ixtfr and, twenty-ninttx Artteles of this 
. Constitution, ought ever to be. violated on, any Prentence what- 
ever. No other Par J/, of this Constitution; shall be altered, 
changed or diminished, without the Consent' of five Parts in- 
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Seven of the Assembly, -and se\en Members ,of the LegislaUv- 
Council. -"■*"■''■.'. ^ ' * - -■'' : I ..'-' 

^MU)iiv^ntion'Vfiuin J nKritill :'> o'Clock. ; 

Kodem Die, +'. M. 
The Convention met. . . 

pon -Motion,,, 

The Proceedings of the late Mouse of A'ssejnjil^tijjpn -thv 
Report of thegommittec sent into Kent anjUfolssex, to en/itiiiv 
*■ into the 1 Cause of the' Controversies siib^ing an tmvg divers of 
tie Inhabitants there, particutaHy-^hto the Cause of the lnsur : 
rectimi in Sussex, and also Up^Writing subscribed by the Direc- 
tion of the said Comriiitj^evbeing read, which is as follows, to 
, wit;' ' V : „ . 



L^SU 



/ 
/■ 



,V ' 



afhty/ on WEfthe Subse ribers.de declare that we are 
- ''Delaware-! . "heartily #rry for liavmrbeen concerned 

"in ai\ Insurrection, in this County begun on the 10th ctf this 
'Tnstant Junei 177(>, now beh# coTivin^d than it was an open 
"Violation of the Rule£ and Regulations of the Honourable Con- 
ninentai Congress, jand the Assembly of this; Government , made 
Vin Support of-Americau Liberty. We do sincerely promise, 
"that for the futu^we will use bur utmost Endeavour to sup- 
"port and enforce the Resolutions' of those Honourable Bodies. 




John Ingram, 
Gharles Waiter^ 
Joseph' Cannon, 
John Wootton, 
John Parker, 
George Smith, 
Peter Dolbee, 
William Johnson, 
^Ebenezer* Hearhe, 
John W. Dean, 
Ellisha Long, 
Andrew Simpler, 
"Nehemiah Gary, 
Burton Prittyman, 
Edward CJary, 
Luke Watson, 
Baker Johnson, 



Zadoc Truitt, 
Pemberton Caiiile, 
Boaz Truitt, . - ; 
Jatfre^Hayman, / 
Stephen Townsead, 
Thomas Gary, 
John Griffith, 
Nathaniel Bays, 
Luke Towtisend, 
Job Town-send; 
Painter Stockly, 
Mich ale Gyerlin, 
Jesse Griffith, 
William. Ross, juru 
-William- Ross, 
Peter Rea iv 
Thomas Milikin, 
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/ ''."-' .*«* ,, 

' Dormon Laflana, - Zachariuh Jones, ■ ■ / '■ 

■xm : Parker, Heorgb PnHtyrnan, *f - 

Xy^^m^i^^^-^ William GozUn, <' 
,, Benjamin truitt, jun.. ' Kbenezer Jouch, > 

Robert- La^, . John Laws, .J- •* ^ - . 
George Williams, ' , . -Anthony lleavelo, 

Paris Griffith, ■ James Ileavevlo." - /% 

-And 'the Convention being informed that the aforesaid Sub- 
\seribers. have since conducted- themsciyes in an orderly *itvd- 
pcaceabte Manner-; , ,, 

* r w' """.'• - ,■ - - ; r. - - - * . ■ - , - 

; -y- Resolved, -■',.-. -. - , : 

" '- That at is the "Opinion of'this Convent ion, tl^at they-'bc again 
restored tortile Favour-of thtuV Country ,'and thut their "Arms be' 
re-delivered tojhom, and that such, of them ..as wete Off k-ers m 
the MiHtiaV- and were su-spendeVl, be permitted t^resunu^'iheir 
* former Commands. . ? - v - . - 

- ~^^TF#fotiun, J3y Order, . ■ -. 

The;Report tit'ftie Committee appointed to devise* Ways a»^ 

Means tW/raising and foYmiug a Battalion of tlve Militia of this 

Statetoreiivforce the Army of the United States of America, was 

,read a Second Tinm, and deferred until Tb-Morrow for further 

consideration. • " ■ ■/ \ • u 

On Motion, By, Order, - .-• ' .'":'./ 

-\ That "Mr. Lea, Mr. Bassett, aifd Mr. Mdo.re; be ?t committee 
' to take into Consideration the State of Ipte public "f^cW in the 
Borough of Wilmington, and also the Magazine erectly there. 
and report Their-Optnfdir thereon. • ,._ 

■ Convention: adjourned 'till Tomorrow Morning^, o' Clock. 

■ ■ .^ ^ Saturday ^T^.i^e^nT/o r r '2.1, 1776.- '" . 

; • V The- Convention . met— Present all the Members- except 
V Meisrs.Cantwell, Ridgely, Cook, Clarke, White, Bradfey, Horsey, 
llubbeA and Kolloek. . - ^ 



.-• 'in 



- .... . ■ . . ^ . *£---_ .... " - 

Tiii Committee appointed to: take into Consideration tlve \ 
State of the public Powder in thef .Borough of Wibffmgtpm and 
alsolhe^aga^iue erecting there, and report'their Opinion there- 
on; brought in the same^ whiehTby^Order was read the first time, 

On Motion,; by .special Order, .. . . 
the same asms read the -sccoftd Time/ and thereupon 
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Resolved, . *''. 

., ' ' ■• . That the' Magazine at the^of't.on Christians Rtfer, i» iK 

r ' Borough of Wilmington, be finisfVed uwk'Y the Direction of Cap- 

. tain Peter Jaquet, and that a Sum not ^ct'uclin^ 'IVtnUy- Pounds - 

" ' ' • may lm expended for this Purpose; and ihat the public- Powder 

and "other-Military Stores nqw in the said Borough be placed and 

" -■ kept in thatMagazine when finished, until otherwise directed by 

■ .the Council of Safety for New-castle County, or the Commanding 

Officer of the Mflitia there. ' ■_ 

' .. Resolvetl, ... 

l . .,-. That the said Fort be pot under the Command and Can- ol 
-■'- aVpH-MaW T i^^e*'geants andlwelve lYi'vate.^ to be •ininu-f[i-. 
ivteiy rai^dr-pnid and >upportectat the : Kxp^U;o of this StaV 
** Until disehawd l>y^he^ftt^jre I.egislature then'of. ^ 

," ' - that^lte 1'av of the saicT/lYoopsvper Kalendar Month br a> 

' - follows, -.- . * '■' ' _..--■ ■ ; 

'■•'■ { Fort-Major Eighteen Dollars. ■ • ; . ■/ 

'; : ■ • \ " Each "Sergeant Eight Dollars. -"".-,'. 
^ /Every Private Five Dollars. ° 

That m Lieu^of Ration* each Person be allowed One Dollar 
Y '. 'per Week fo.r his Subsistence, and the Commanding Officer t<. 

■■ ■>- ' have double that Suml • .*'.-.■ - ' ...'■.': 

■--■.,- " /■;>--.. ■.'■•,..," * ■ . * . 

■'"-"■ "".v. : Resolved, ■ • - • " 

>; ; . v - That the Fort-Major be commissioned by the ridden-rot 
..':^ this Convention, and that he forthwith inlist the Number/of 
C ' Persons above mentioned, who from the Time of Inlistment, .shall 
' weceiVc the'Pav and Subsistence aforesaid. -v. ; v 
■'.' : - '"-.-•;•'""" -'■■' '.- " " . ". " ;v ■ ' ■-■ - ■ . - ■' :■ ~ '■ :- 

■ -' Resolved, ; , : ■ 

v ' That Charles West, of the JBorough of Wilmington, ^entel- 

inan.be appointed Fo-i-t-Major. - -.- \ ■ , r 

' ■■ . . The lipase 'resumed the Consideration oCthS Report of 

the Committee for raising and "forming a Battalion of the Mil-it ia 

of this State, to reinforce the Army of" the Tutted States of 

" Ameiuca, .atvd thereupon . - •_ 

" .; . ■•'"-■ Kesolved, ■•' .- 

- 1. ' THAT ABatfalion of th^ Militia of this State,- .be lorthw^ 
v equipped to reinforce the Army of the United States of America, 
and to/remain in Service until the last Day of December ,^next 
v tmless sooner dischaYged. ' 7 v ' 
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•£'■'■ 'CHAT the said Battalion' consist; ef eight Companies, and -hv , 
. command^ .by a'Cf>ltmeh faieufeuaut-Colonel -aitd. "Major emht 
Captains, ci*rfit Lieutenants artel eight E^igila: — HuU each torn, - - r 
pmry consist of two Sergeants, ^tr Corporis, a Drummer, a 
"Kilcr and Kiflv Privates>-That llw Staff -be as'muial, .10 wit. a 
, "(Jhaplau^a .Surgeon, an Adjut^ut.^uarter-Master and Sui geou *._ 

-;V ■ " TllATl three Companies be raised in the County ot .V'u- 
. castle, three in.4he County oCKent, and iwtH^the, County ■ of ■ 
." Sussex rAnd- all nou-eonmiissioned Officers and Prjvates, who % 
: - ^hall enroll themselves in any of the said Companies on or- beioiy 
'the --twelfth Day ofOcfobei; next shall receive a Bounty of 1 turt> 
Shillings, afkt Fifty SliiUih^: ni advance and shall c^ap them* 
selves - each #itlv a Blanket; Haversack and K napsnek : ~.~ I hat 
each Man who has not -Arms'of his own be furnished WUU- Arms 
and Accoutrements out If- the Battalion -to. which he belong, ' 
" which shall be- appraised and borrowed, or paid for T at the Elec- 
tion of. the Owner, -for this State, at the first Meetm* of the _ 
" Legislature : Any Person borrowing Anns, who does nonreturn 
them in good Ordeif atthe End of the f.mpaifcn, shall be objiged 
"\lo pay the appraised: Value thereof. • . c: 

■S TffAT^f any' Company of. Militia shall offer; thcmselve^^ 
; they shall be.ailowed to go into thojServtee. under their present 
' Officers ;■ or if the. present Officer* of any Company, with a con- 
siderable Number* of their Company offer to go, and shall be ^ 
able to fill up the Number by Enrollment of others, such Corn- ^ 
panv may mtu-cli uhdemueh Officers, Provided always, that if 
more than 'eight Companiereffe themselves, the eight who are 
first compieated,shaU-havc the. Preference; ahd alHhose whaare -. 
filled before the aforesaicK Twelfth Day of^ October next shall 
= Waive "thp ^aVpve Bounty and Advance. . •/ . ' ' - -, 

: HS : '' ' TH^T the Field-Officers and Staff-Officer's be appointed by 
the Convention, and that if a sufficient Number' of Captains 
and Subalterns do not offer themselves with their Companies,. 
.and send their Naioes to the Colonel, on or before^ the sixteenth 
" day of October -next, then 'arid in such .Case, (hat Branch of the - 
VS'iSouifcjroi-'SafGty nominated by the late House of Assembly, or 
^^VMa^rii of them that shaft be; in each County, may appoint 
* : : suelrpff^ers for the ^Companies, to be raised? in : each County 
??- "' rcsijficti-ve^y.;' -" '•■■-. ■ """/. •■.;-_ - ' ._"•-_- '.. 
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6.- THAT each' Company shall, enter into Pay from "the' P^iy _;. 
they march tosuch, Place of Rendezvous as the Congue^s or the 
Delegates for this State shall direct;, and from th.afrT'ime be sub- . 
jeet to' the same Fades and. Regulations, and continue'' to receive, 
the same Pay and Rations wr^ the other' Troops in the Con- • 
tinental Army, until they return tofeheir respective Homes. 

• * ■ - 

7V THAT seventy-five Camp-Kettles and. four! .hundred and fifty 
Canteens be furnished for said Battalion bj» this State; to be Re- 
turned at the end of the Campaign to the Quarter.-Master of the 
^Battalion for th^ Use. of the State, or otherwise' the prime Cost 
thereof to be deducted o\k of the Pay of any. non-commissioned 
Officer or Private who shall not return the same, and the Money 
to be retained for the Use of the -Public/ , .. ^ 

8. THAT the Convention borrow Fifteen Hundred Pounds of 
1 the Monfes to be emitted on Loan from Uie Trustee of the Loan- - 
Office for the County of Kent, and appoint a Person to pay. 
Thereout "the Bounties and other. Contingent Charges ior\tms 
Battalion, and that the said Fifteen Hundred Poinds be replaced 
by the next Legislature. -■*--■ • .... 

'9. THAT Thomas Collins, -Esq.; Military Treasurer for the 
County of Kent, be appointed receive the said Fifteen Hun- 
dred Pounds for the Purposes" in the last Resolution mentioned, 
subject to the Draughts from Time to Time of Colonel .West, 
who is- to render an Account therefor. • . • •' 

' 10. THAT it be recommended to the commanding Officers of ^ 
the respective Battalions in this Government, and. also to the' 
respective'Committees ©J Inspection, to be aiding and assisting 
' imthe raising of the Battalion directed to be raised *is aforesaid. 

11 * THAT Samuel West be appointed Colonel, George Latimer 
Lieutenant-Coloneljand Benjamin Caton Major, Lewis Howel 
dungeon, Benjamin Crooks Adjutant,, and James Thompson 
Quarter-Master. 

'12 THAT Commissions for the several Officers in the. said 
Battalion be signed.by the President by Order of the Convention. 
INSTRUCTIONS to the Officers for raising the Companies that 
are to-form flie Second Delaware Battalion intended to reinforce 
the. Army of jthe United States of America. . ■ 

■ ' 1. YOU are to inlist no Man who is not able-bodied, healthy and 

■ a good Marcher. '■.•■' ■'.■'.•'.♦ 
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'J,: YOU ata to take e*|x. ; cial (-'arc that those yuu enlist have 
Arms fit for service, with Bayonets, Cartouch Boxes, Haver- 
•Hack.s/'KnitpsiwrkHaiKl-Blttiiket.s J that they may be< ready to March 
upon the first Notice front the Commanding Ofiki'r of the 
IfcdtaJion *o the general Rendezvous. ■ ',. 

;i. • THAT the. Form of the IniisU.ieirt bejn the foil owing Word*. 

.\ "" . . - ,--, • ■ have this Da\ 

voUudarily hilisted --myself a.s a Sol-dicr in the Second Del-aware 

Battalion, -.ordered h\' Convention, iir pursuance of a Ue&ol"fion 

tYomCongress./to he raised' to reinforce the 'Army of the Cnited 

• States of America-, to continue in smch Battalion until Ihe last 

Day of Dec^iber next unless sooiH^discharged. And 1' do bind: 

myself to/ou form in all HisUyic.es to srtjph Rules and Regulations 

■ as are oi- «1iatl be established for U#, Oovernment of-the* Army; 

J;-' yOU are' to. inform those thai you .shall so inlisi, that they 

"' wil/ receive Contiueiitar Pay of Six Dollars and Two-Thirds per 

- tfejUmUVHo commvnce.from the Day orMheir Marching, and that 

,:Uiey will be allowed One Penny per Mile in Uieu of- Rations for 

Travelling Expanses ;uk1 one Day's Pay for every twenty Miles 

between Home and the gemeraj Rendezvous, going and. returning. 

That their 'Rations will be the same of the Continental Troops, 

aild thai Camp-Kettles and Canieens wilt be provided for them 

. aUhe Expence^df thts State, lobe" deHvered up at the Expiraliotf 

v ojf the Service to the Quarier-Master of live Battalion. - 

■ .Adjourned 'till it o'clock. , . - ^ 

" ' < ■ ' Bodem r)ie/ P.^I. ' - ■ - - - 4 " ■ 

• r The Convention met. . ■■ 

,:- : The" Committee 1 appointed to. receive the Proposals of Dun- 
■', can- Beaji^Kfor erecting a C.un-Lock Manufarctery-Jn'this 'State,- 
and/tcf'Report the same atid their Opinion thereon, brought in 
their Report, which by- : £rder^vas read the first Time, 

-. v On" Motion, by fecial Order, ■ . - K% • 

(V.. ■ •. v - ■ • 

•,'■•■ The, same was read the second Time, and agreed , to by the 

iro.use, and follows in these Words, to wit, 

-. '.THAT they had a 'Conference -with Duncan Beard, respecting the 

.in^mises, and camato an Agreement, if approved of by.tfre "Con* 

V^veiitiOnf that all "the Gim-Loeks made by .him (fimshedW the 

Manner of two delivered by him to the. Committee as a Sarrtple* 

and "which they have now, ready to produce) should be eomWed 
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* " - 1 - ■ 

toH*ueh Persons* as the Convention should nomilial«>, io deUM-mine 
' the Quality and -Goodness thereof, and that hcKthoutd make »u 
other Gun-Locks for any i-ewonoi' Persons whatsoever and 
Uuit tho'I'or.soii.s to. Ih^ iK.-nyiiaU'd by the f'onvt mimi for thai 
Pu rpo.se, should pay to hinr Twenty-two Shiflingif and Six-penc-- 
. Tor- every such 1 dun-Lock delivered cm or before the liist Day 
of January next. * - . - 

Resolved, f. "-.-'..... "-■"■-:-, , , 

■ -■■""_-■■* v. j " ■ 

That/ John Jones and Richard ('ant well, KsV'tuires br«ap- " 

pointed for tin? Purposes atoi'esaid. ' 

''" '* * .,- -<>■-- 

It appearing: to this Convention, that Captam \lonalhan 

Robinson of Wilmington, had jKijdr by Order of the President. to 

Captain GGorge Latimer tlie Sum - . of Two Hundred and; Twenty - 

t wo Pounds Two shillings and Four-nj*uief) Residue of his Ae- 

^ count as allowed on Thursday the Iplh instant ;, and also the 

/Sum of= Forty-four. Pounds and One Penny lo Captain Peter 

"Jaquetj for the-A.HHxunt.of his Account allowed on the said Day ; - 

and that he hath paid into the i lands, of the President -Thi^ty- 

three Pounds SevejiteeiV_ShirtiuKs and; Seven-pence, f'"" the Cm 

. of thissState, amounting kvthe Whole to 'ftirec Hundred P«unds, 

lawful Money of this State; ,/ 

/ ■■' Resolved, "V .'._■' * 

That this State be chargeable with, and the same, is" hereby ■. 
.charged with the said Three Hundred Pounds, to be paid to.tlrr . 
. stud Jonathan Kobinnon," his Executors, Administrators or As-. 
signs, with -Interest at. the. Hate of Five per-cent per; Annum 
from'the. sixteenth Day of September instant, until the^une ' \n- 
'■ repaid, . . . . . ' " . ' , 

It appearing to the House, that Doctor Nicholas Way of Wi fining- ' 
ton on the foui-toeuth day oL September, instant,, had paid -into , 
.the Hands of the President, the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, - 
lawfuC Money, for the Useof tkts State. ' ■'.' ' - 

Resolved, 
;. %\u\t this State-be chargeable with, and the- same is hereby 
charged with the said One Hundred Pounds, to be 1 paid to the 
said .Nicholas \Vay t his Executors;; Administrators or Assigns,' 
.■ -wiifi; Interest at the Rate of .Five per-cent per Ah num from the 

fourteenth Dav of September instant,- until the same be repajoV 

■'-■--* . ■■ * ■""-". -'-■■> ■ ■ . r t **- .. • . i ,„>' 

It appearing \\tsb, that Simon Johnson qf Wilmington, 3nX- 
•the fourteenth ;Day of September, instant;- "Had viiaid into the 
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;■'-• .. . ' " - « ~ r 

. _- >•'-„■* 

/ Hands of the ..President, "the Sum of O.ne Hundred Pounds lawful. 
7 Money, for tile tl.se -of this Slate; '„■.'" - " . 

i ■■ . ■ - ■•- ■ v -.■■". 

■j ^i. , ,, Resolved, • '■» ' v . 

- " ' . I That this Sfato be chargeable with, and the "same is hereby 

charged with* the 'said One Hundred,. Pounds, to be paid 'to the- 

"■".said. -Simon Johnson, his Executors, Administrators or Assigns, 

with interest .at .the. Hate .of" Five per cent per Annum from the 

fottrleonth Day'of September,, instant, until the same be repaid. 

. • Resolved, 3 ; *'.,""". . 

That. Jonathan llumtoid, First Lieutenant in the Indepen- 
„ dent Company of this State commanded by Captain C.eorge 
Latimer/ and added to the Battalion commanded try Colonel Sani- 
.uel Patterson, of the Fjying-Camp, be Captain of the said Com- 
,'pany iivthoStetfd of the said George Latimer, how ^promoted, and 
lhat John Rhoads,, Second Lieutenant in said Company, be First 
Lieutenant.and that Daniel Powel Cox, Ensign in said Company, 
be Second Lieu-tenant thereof, -.and that James Wells be appointed 
Ensign .in. said Company, and -that the President is-sue Commis- 
sions accordingly; .which said Officers respectively .shall t ake 

- Rank in- said Battalion according to the Dates of their Commis-'I 
sions. ..•■"- , - .; * -. , ' 

- =' J "' Resolved, " . * '--'''•"' t '" " 

. - i - , - ^ ■-."■-._■' *', 

- -• That the Sheriffs of the respective Counties in this State do 
give Notice by Advertisements, "to*: be set w tip in, the* . must 'public 
-Place.- in each Hundred of their several Counties.qf the Day fixed 
by this Convention for th'o. ensuing Ejection of Counsellors, As- 
senibly-Men, Sheriffs, Coroners, Assessors, and I nspectoi-' . 

i. The Convention took into .Consideration the 3[y. fences of 

their' Sessions and thereupon ': . t ' \ 4 

Resolved, ; 

-THAT there be paid to the Representative* for 
New-Castle" County for personal Expences by .. 
; them incurred (to wit v ten Members) , . .".. . .'.'.' C 1 15 b" :> 

TO the Representatives of -Kent County for ''.-.- -' 

Ditto, (to wit, nine Members) .-.;-. . . .-. .,.....: : & \V) : 2 8 

TO the Representatives for Sussex Co+iik\^or 
r Ditto,' (to, wit, eight Members) .:. ........... lot 9 10 

TO James Booth, Clerk of the Convention,, for < :'•' 

2(5 Days Attendance, &e. ..............:..... '.-..'- "15 9 6-'; 

TO John Booth, Doorkeepeiv for 26 Days Attend- 
ance, at- frs— anji for .Candles, &e. ..;.,-,_.'■.-:. .:*:,.*_.■ '. 7 -6 tf 



&m u .j 



> * Resolved, ~ ' ' '-..'- 

That the President pay Two Hundred and Thirty-three Pounds 

~ . Seventeen Shillings and Seven-})fmce, the Ballancf of iht- several 

-Loans' to this- State from *J_onathivii Robinson,' Nichola> Way "and 

" Simon Johnson; ' remamin.tf in hi\> Hands,, towards Uir ahu\t : 

ExpeilCCS. 

.';; :, Resolved, 

' That the B||la>jce of said; Expunces,\o wii> Our hundird '. antp 

Eighteen ijounds" Seventeen Shillings a)ul. Two-peia-i;, he paid' to 

'•, lames Sykes, Esq. ; by'a DfaiiKht to he olrawn .by 'the Ph'sideirt 

upon Colonel Thomas' (oil ins, Military TnXj'suivr for Kent Coun : 

ty, out of the Fifteen llundri'd Mounds ordered to be paid .to him 

byihe Trustee of, the Loan-Office for Kent County' bv a Resoiu- 

.".--' tion of this Convention,, and . ilrnwn for by their Order bv Hit- 

. President. ' ., - . < ... # ■ .' . -\ 

' - ■ ' v". ■"'-.■'■■■'■■-' ; - "■ "\ 

- . .... t Resolved, . -. . - : ? *. \ . ' " 

' TJ vat nine Hundred Opines of the Nan.K-s:oCthu Mefsnbers ol"tlii> 

' , Convention^ the Oath "^.nct B.edaVation 'made and subscribed bv 

.; "t hem, thf Deeiai'ation of Rights ami Fundamental \RttlV and of. 

.the Cdrv^tituUon or System of Government for the Dfc(a\v»iiv 

Slate, be forth wHh printed 'under the biiKtioti of the Present ;: 

and also two huirdred-G'opies of the whole Proceedings ofbiu- 

Convention — Vl'o be distributed equall.v amongst the MembeK 

for said Counties. . 

Then the Convention dissolved themselves. • -' 



•BY VIRTUE OF; AN ORDER OF THE CONVENTION FOR 
THE DEbAWARE STATE, 1 DO APPOINT JAMES 
ADAM'S TO PRINT THESE PROCEEDINGS. 



GEORGE READ, President. 
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